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THE INSIDER

The Baptist Theological College

Beneath the Surface
This year we have again learnt the value that a sense of depth brings to life’s experiences.
Not everything is as it seems to be on the surface, sometimes when we are plunged beneath
the waters we realize that there is another whole world to be discovered. In this issue we
share some of these deeper insights with you as we reflect on some of what God has done in
and through the College in 2019.
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Joyfully Drawing from the
Wells of Salvation

Welcome
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACTING REGISTRAR / ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

BY PROF PIFF PEREIRA
ACTING PRINCIPAL

Welcome to this special Graduation edition of our College
newsletter! Another academic year has come to a close and
we are so keenly aware of how significant this year has been
for us as a College.
2019 saw us pass a major milestone for the first time - the
enrollment of more than 500 active students in the year. This
means that we are training more students than ever which
has a direct affect on the opportunity for impact at local
church and mission field level as we continue in our mission
of equipping believers for ministry.
This issue of The Insider plays on the theme of ‘depth’ as we
consider a few of the ways that we have been called to go
beneath the surface and discover the unexplored waters that
are teeming with new things to be learnt and discovered.
We celebrate the significant achievement of each of our
students finishing yet another academic year, with 18
students graduating with their Higher Certificates, 11 with
the Diploma of Theology, 10 with the inaugural graduation
of the new Bachelor of Biblical Studies and 36 with the
prestigious Bachelor of Theology degree. In addition to these,
we have record number of 6 students who have completed
their Master of Theology degrees. Congratulations to each of
our graduating students. May the Lord richly bless you and
use you for the sake of His kingdom and glory.
This year we also bid farewell to Dr Desmond Henry who
has faithfully served the College over a number of years
and made a remarkable impact in developing BTC to the
institution that we all know and love today. We wish him
and his special family well as they pursues the opportunity
that God has called them to. We are excited to know that in
Desmond we will now have a new College ambassador in the
global arena, promoting BTC as a sound and trusted provider
of theological education.
I am pleased to invite you to explore all that is contained in
the pages that follow. We trust that this issue of The Insider
will be both an encouragement and a blessing to you. §
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“Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord, is my
strength and my song; He has become my salvation. With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation.” - Isaiah 12:2-3
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Isaiah, son of Amoz, wrote his
greatest prophetic compilation
during a stormy period in Israel’s
history; them facing the threat
of subjugation by the Assyrian
Empire under Tiglath-Pileser III
(733BC). The Assyrians were
a cruel and fearful people.
The Prophet encourages the
Israelites to put their trust in
God. He preaches to them
setting the example in his
testimony when he says, He is
my strength … He is my song …
He is my salvation.
As a people of faith, we are
often challenged to look to
God when skies are dark, and
clouds are heavy. When we
find ourselves in the middle of
a storm, burdened with a sense
of grief, guilt and hopelessness;
this is when we can share the
Prophet’s realization that God
is our strength. Then we can
have this confidence - that every
winter yields to spring and that
God will renew our strength (c.f.
Isa.40:31).
When the Lord is your strength,
He will be your song too.
The Lord is my strength and
my song; He has become my
salvation, is a quote from the
Song of Moses (Ex.15:2), where

we witness a burst of gratitude
for redemption. It was after
the Old Testament epitome of
redemption. This redemption
through Moses was still only a
shadow of the great salvation
that was to appear to all men;
the glorious appearance of our
great God and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, who gave himself for
us to redeem us. (Tit.2:11-14).
Our redemption has become
a fountain of joy, and the joy
of the Lord is our strength
(Neh.8:10). Forgiveness has
transformed divine displeasure
into assurance of salvation. Yes,
God is my song!
Surely God is my salvation …
He has become my salvation.
Salvation comes from the heart
of God. Salvation comes from
the resources of God. The heart
of God depicts the depth of his
determination, and his resources
are infinitely able to support that
determination. With joy will we
draw from the wells of salvation!
One of my past most loved
activities was to hike in the
Drakensberg. I remember a
hike towards Ndedema Gorge,
when we came across a spring;
actually the spring became
a well of about one metre in

diameter and one-and-a-half
meters in depth – the water was
clear and the sun was at a height
when one could see the bottom
of the well. The sand grains,
washed clean by the oozing
water, were moving excitingly at
the bottom unable to be washed
out with the flowing water. We
drank from that well. It was cool
and refreshing. Never, before
or after, have I enjoyed water
like that. There was no struggle
for this clean and cool flow.
We could drink as much as we
wanted.
Such is our salvation. Every
meditation on God is drawing
from the well of salvation.
Every sermon I hear or preach is
drawing from its unceasing flow.
Every testimony I give comes
as clean washed expressions of
excitement. Every praise I offer
to God is drawn from this well of
salvation. Every act of kindness
is a provision from the bountiful
benefits from this well. Praise
God for a well, inexhaustible,
deep, eternal, wholesome and
satisfying! It is ever fresh, ever
abundant, ever free and ever
wholesome and able to renew
our strength and put a song in
my heart and yours. Hallelujah! §
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The Chances that
Change Brings
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACTING REGISTRAR / ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

Navigating Worldviews

Sometimes it feels as though
the only constant that
one can rely on is change.
While some may be on the
constant lookout for change
- something new, different,
better, or exciting - others
are more resistant to change.
Perhaps resistance to
change is due to a fear of the
unknown and the challenges
that it may bring with it.

A more helpful perspective
though might be to realize
that change brings about
chance - opportunities which
otherwise may not have
been available or possible.
At BTC we have come to
have a love-hate relationship
with change, realizing that
the unknown certainly may
bring a fair few challenges

with it, yet also holding onto
an awareness that change can
bring with it opportunities
for growth, development, and
innovation.
I often remind myself
that while change may
be uncomfortable and
challenging at first, there is
no reason to fear the future
because we trust in God who
is faithful to His promises
and His Word and does not
change (Mal. 3:6).
We look forward to 2020
knowing that we will have
the chance continue in
our mission of equipping
believers for ministry in new
and exciting ways. §

BY PROF PIFF PEREIRA
ACTING PRINCIPAL

We are glad to congratulate
Dr Terrel Manikam who
graduated on 25 October
2019 with a his second
doctoral degree, a PhD in
Theology with Missiology
from North-West University
(NWU). His thesis is entitled:
Equipping the Christian
Church to Defend, Practice
and Propagate a Biblical
Worldview of Worship in a
Pluralistic South Africa. His
promoters were Prof Piff
Pereira (BTC) and Prof Henk
Stoker (NWU).
Dr Manikam’s research
draws a comparison
between the prevalent
religious worldviews and
the Christian worldview of
worship in South Africa.
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A worldview-questioning
approach to evangelism
is proposed, aimed at
equipping the Christian
believer to defend
(apologetic), practice
(pastoral) and propagate
(missional) a biblical
worldview. Prevalent
non-Christian worldviews
include: Secularism from the
West and North, Buddhism
and Hinduism from the East,
Islam from the Middle-East,
and Animism from the South.
The research demonstrates
that the non-Christian
worldviews are unable to
meet the tests for truth
and the spiritual needs of
humanity. It demonstrates
this by proposing that the

Christian worldview of
worship can exclusively,
adequately and satisfactorily
answer the four main
worldview questions on the
issues of origin (Where do
we come from?), meaning
(Why are we here?), morality
(How do we live?) and
destiny (Where are we
going?).
The research proposes a
curriculum for the South
African Church. The
content will be formulated
and applied within BTC’s
curriculum in 2020 with a
new course at fourth-year
level in Systematic Theology,
entitled, Contemporary
Theology and Worldview. §
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An Unforgettable Season
BY DR DESMOND HENRY
OUTGOING REGISTRAR

I love theological education and see
immeasurable value in equipping believers
for ‘glocal’ ministry. In fact, I have always told
people that I have the best job in the world, and
I truly believe that! My involvement in higher
education at BTC has extended over a decade
and it has been a great privilege and honour to
serve the Lord in my hybrid role as missiologist
and registrar. It all started around 2008 in
Gaborone, Botswana, where we launched BTC’s
first ‘Learning Community’; seeing a group of
over 20 individuals join up and study via distance
learning. 7 of these students served as inetrns
at Open Baptist at the time. Upon our return
to South Africa in 2011, I started lecturing on
campus and reviewing all the missiology courses.
It’s been a wonderful journey with a number of
highlights amidst the challenges along the way.
Theological education is in constant flux,
and the constant of change is sometimes
the only thing one can depend on. The last
decade has seen significant changes within the
College environment and it’s been a season of
tremendous input and growth for me personally
and professionally. Some can see change in
a threatening way, yet BTC has, increasingly
embraced many changes and the terminology
of ‘future-fit’ has become part of our DNA. We
believe that we’re poised for growth like at no
other time on our history!

Speaking of history, Baptists in South Africa
will be celebrating 200 years in South Africa
in 2020. BTC will be celebrating 70 years of
ministry in 2021. This is an interesting season
in the lifecycle of our organization and we feel
that we are poised to be a Great Commission
seminary for the Global South and our desire
is to accelerate the equipping of believers for
global ministry like never before. We are amidst
exciting developments that will continue to help
us develop robust and anchored evangelical
leaders that are able to communicate the
gospel effectively in a changing world amidst
the shifting sands of our secular culture. BTC is
committed to being an evangelical seminary that
equips men and women for effective discipleship
and ministry. We exist for the local church and
have many partnerships with churches that
see hundreds of believers being equipped for
ministry. We see ourselves as a great commission
seminary for the Global South and are committed
to our continent, context and the good news.
C.H. Spurgeon rightly states: “If a student should
learn a thousand things, and yet fail to preach
the gospel acceptably, his College course will
have missed its true design. Should the pursuit
of literary prizes and the ambition for classical
honours so occupy his mind as to divert his
attention from his life work, they are perilous
rather than beneficial” (Lectures to My Students).

I woud like to share some personal highlights from the last decade:
• Next Generation Now: launching our Frontier Gap Year ministry in 2013 is one of my favourite
memories of seeing the return of missiology to BTC. I fondly remember the time spent with the
groups and the wonderful work of mission that unfolded. Mark Koekemoer and Jonathan Fraser
were also instrumental in this.
• Nurturing Young Leaders: in 2014 we appointed our first intern who assisted with Frontier Gap Year,
lectured and completed their masters in missiology. It was wonderful to see both Mark and Jonathan
finish strong. This program continues and we hope that dozens of young academics and ministry
practitioners will come from this.
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• A Great Commission Seminary: During this time we adopted a least reached people group and a
missional ethos as part of the Seminary DNA. Missions became central to the life of the Seminary
and we saw our students and staff participate in regular mission trips, prayer walks, street
evangelism campaigns and the like. It was a joy for me to lead several of these mission trips and get
to know our students on a deeper level.
• A Voice to the Nations: in 2013 we hosted our first ‘BTC Catalyst Conference’ with a display of a
the Rawlings Collection of Bibles which told of the story of the writing and protection of the English
Bible translations over the years. This conference grew in subsequent years as we hosted numerous
guests such as Dr Brent Crowe; Dr Ed Stetzer and others. In 2019, we rebranded this conference
into Amplify with a focus on reimagining a simple Gospel for a complex continent. We’re excited to
see this grow and develop beyond 2020.
• Local Leverage, Global Footprint: BTC has increasingly excelled in online theological education and
we have the joy of offering studies online as well as on our campus. In 2018 we opened our video
recording room and in 2019 moved this to a new and improved studio where we record lectures for
posting on our LMS. We were the first Seminary in South Africa to do this and celebrate that this
will enable us to teach more effectively online.
• A World-Class Experience: BTC is a real gem and over the last few years we have focussed on
campus improvement projects that will see the Seminary face the next season in fresh ways. Our
library has been revamped and we’re making good progress in our online resources and accessibility.
Our third floor of offices has been revamped, including a new boardroom leading to an open terrace
and link between the two buildings. We have improved our language room by adding a smartboard.
We have also sought to improve the way we display our history through moving the Baptist Union
Archives and creating a welcoming space for research and study in the area of Baptist history
specifically.
• Unity and the Power of Togetherness: One of my greatest joys has been the way BTC has managed
to unite various Baptists in theological education, and has extended our evangelical influence to
other denominations through our inclusive approach. The merger of Cape Town and Johannesburg
colleges is a real highlight and will see one united organization for the future.
As exciting as this is, we have not been able to
achieve this on our own. This is your achievement
as a BTC supporter too! Without your prayers,
encouragement and financial partnership, we
would not exist! Thank you to each one who has
given over the last decade to see BTC thrive. Our
staff continue to play an important role in the
success of BTC and we are thankful for a strong
and committed team!
What will the next decade look like? The next
10 years at BTC will see the merger of BTC
(Johannesburg) and the Cape Town Baptist
Seminary (commencing legally in 2020), further
strengthening the cumulative impact of both
organizations. Our aim is to exceed 1000

enrolments and expand our online program to 3
continents (Africa, Europe and North America).
We cannot do this alone and we depend on
your support in every way possible. I’d like to
encourage you to keep on giving to the work
of BTC so that we would be able to excellently
prepare students for ministry in a way that will
shape and transform communities.
It’s been an honour to serve and now I step
aside and become BTC’s global cheerleader and
ambassador as I serve as the Global Director
of the Network of Evangelists at the Luis Palau
Association. I have every confidence that BTC will
grow from strength to strength. §
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Our Partner Churches
• Beacon Bay Baptist
Church
• First City Baptist Church
• Nompendulo Baptist
Church
• Trinity Baptist Church
• Uitenage Baptist Church
• Victoria Park Baptist
Church
• Stillbaai Baptist Church
• Glenwood (Bulwer Road)
Baptist Church

Together We Achieve More
I am often excited to think
of the exponential ministry
impact that the College has.
Both through contact and
distance studies, this year we
have been involved in the
training of more than 500
students, equipping them
with essential knowledge,
skills and spiritual
development for them to
be effective ministers of
the gospel. Our ministry
prepares them for their
ministry and what we teach
them, whether it be in a
classroom on our campus, or
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online, will shape the ways
in which they serve within
local churches, organizations
and mission fields across the
world for decades to come.
A number of churches have
chosen to partner with us,
realizing that the ministry
of the College has a direct
impact on the ministry of the
church. We seek to serve
the church by providing
them with competent
ministers who can “rightly
divide the word of truth” (2
Tim 2:15). College-church

partnership is essential. So
too are the partnerships that
exist between the College and
individuals and companies
who also see the significant
potential impact that exists
when students are equipped
for ministry.
A heartfelt thank you to
each church, individual and
company who have invested
in the College and our
students in 2019. May the
Lord continue to provide the
resources needed to further
expand our reach in 2020. §

• Randburg Baptist Church

• Benoni Baptist Church

• Ridgecrest Family Church

• Berea (Hillbrow) Baptist
Church

• Riverside Community
Church

• Bethany Baptist Church

• Rosettenville Baptist
Church

• Brackendowns Baptist
Church
• Edenvale Baptist Church
• Florida Baptist Church
• Grace Baptist Church
(Kempton Park)

• Dundee Baptist Church

• Honeyridge Baptist
Church

• Hilton Baptist Church

• Horison Baptist Church

• Ladysmith Baptist Church

• Lyndhurst Baptist Church

• Margate Baptist Church

• Central Baptist Church
(Pretoria)

• Pinetown Baptist Church

BY REV MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACTING REGISTRAR / ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

• Scottsville Baptist Church

• Rustenburg Baptist
Church
• Secunda Baptist Church
• Southdale Baptist Church
• Waterkloof Baptist
Church
• Wilro Park Baptist Church
• Meadowridge Baptist
Church
• Real Vision Baptist
Church
• Brakpan Baptist Church

Would You Partner With Us?
We invite any church, company or individual interested in partnering with us to contact the
Finance Department (finance@btc.co.za) to receive more information. Partner churches that
make a monthly commitment to the College benefit from special discounted rates for students
who choose to study at the College and who are members of those churches. Individuals and
companies who make financial contributions to the College can request tax certificates for their
donations.

BTC Banking Details
Account Name: The Baptist Theological College of Southern Africa
Bank: Standard Bank		

Branch: Randburg		

Account Number: 2200 973 80				

Branch Code: 01 8005
International Swift Code: SBZAZAJJ
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Higher Certificates
This one-year qualification (NQF 5) aims to equip those who seek to
further their skills in pastoral ministry. Key courses cover an overview
of the Bible, an introduction to Christian doctrine, and various practical
skills useful to those serving within the church including multi-cultural
skills, basic pastoral competencies and how to effectively lead a ministry.
Congratulations to the following students who are
graduating with their Higher Certificates:

Diploma of Theology
The Diploma of Theology (NQF 7) covers a broad
scope of courses relating to biblical studies, systematic
theology as well as various ministry emphases.
Congratulations to the following students who are
graduating with the their Diploma of Theology:
Trevor Basson

Yamikani Magangah

Nirmala Nathaniel

Higher Certificate in Ministry (Pastoral)

Wesley Kretzschmar

Paul Martins

Sakhile Ndhlovu

Lucinda Kruger

Siyabulela Mfecane

Bosele Reetsang

Faith Dubazana

Magogo Masekwameng

Mawethu Kwakwini

Hlakanyane Moleli

Jaidene Subramoney

Mzwabantu Gwebani

Nkosiphendule Mbambalala

Nwabisa Gwiliza

Nkosinathi Mothibi

Bruce Harbour

Andile Mshengu

Zain Jacobs

Kayleigh Nicholls

Leolyn Kayster

Sibongiseni Nzama

Nomatile Madolo

Tshepo Sekonya

Victor Magagula

Phikisile Sibeko

Bachelor of Biblical
Studies
The Bachelor of Biblical Studies (NQF 7) now replaces the
Diploma as our core three-year qualification. This is the first
year in which we graduate students with this qualification.

Higher Certificate in Theology

Congratulations to the following students who are
graduating with the their Diploma of Theology:

Andrew Carlse

Mzoxolo Bangisi

Slindile Mlotshwa

Joshua Pillay

Olivia Gardner

Reinhardt Cassim

Siphiwosakhe
Nobhevu

Nomkhohlane Twala

Kgomotso Kuitsi
Siyamtanda Mafana
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Godfrey Okafor

Billie Zolani
Nonhlanhla Zondo
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Bachelor of Theology
The Bachelor of Theology (NQF 8) is our four-year professional degree
which grounds students in the classical theological subjects at an in-depth
level, while including a strong emphasis on ministry competency through
both research as well as practical exposure. This is also the qualification
that is required for ministerial recognition with the Baptist Union of
Southern Africa.
Congratulations to the following students who are
graduating with the their Bachelor of Theology:

Student Awards
First Year Award

Second Year Award

Missions Prize

Awarded to the
outstanding 1st Year
student. Awarded for
academic achievement,
character, and service to
the College.

Awarded to the
outstanding 2nd Year
student. Awarded for
academic achievement,
character, and service to
the College.

Awarded to the the
outstanding final year
student in missiology.

Third Year Award

Fourth Year Award

Awarded to the
outstanding 3rd Year
student. Awarded for
academic achievement,
character, and service to
the College.

Awarded to the
outstanding 4th Year
student. Awarded for
academic achievement,
character, and service to
the College.

Stuart and Stella
Akers Memorial
Prize

Isaac Adebayo

Paul Martins

Helmut Redinger

Joyce Akomolafe

Qhawe Mashabane

Bosele Reetsang

Rajendra
Anandavasagar

Zethu Matushe

Jaidene Subramoney

Thabane Matyityilili

Jared Stanford

Holalet M’bouaffou

Micah Tsabedze

Gareth Murray

Parmesh Venkatasami

Rex Mathie Prize

Ntokozo Ngcongo

John Wilson

Joshua Nowlan

Johannes Xaba

Boiselo Nqontsa

Bradley Yeo

Awarded to the
outstanding final year
student in systematic
theology.

Sun Park

Zakhele Zungu

Trevor Basson
Micaela Boy
Jesse Burnhams
Sandile Gobozi
Zakhele Kambula
Lesego Kgaka
Damon Kotze
Wesley Kretzschmar
Jean Le Roux
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Colin Petersen
Motlatsi Radebe
Sibusiso Radebe

Johnny Jonsson
Academic Award
Awarded to a final year
student for having the
best overall academic
achievement.

Awarded to the
outstanding distance
learning student. Awarded
for diligence, progress and
academic achievement.

Preaching Academy
Award
Awarded to the
outstanding final year
student in practical
preaching.

Youth Prize
Awarded to the final year
student who is the most
promising youth worker.

Victor Brandt
Memorial Prize
Awarded to the the
outstanding final year
student in practical
theology.

Marion Seabrook
Award
Awarded to the
outstanding student in
Biblical Hebrew.

Greek Award
Awarded to the
outstanding student in
Biblical Greek.
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Master of Theology
This qualification (NQF 9) is completed over two or more years and
involves intensive research in a chosen field of study. The final product
of this degree is a 150-page dissertation which is then defended through
an oral examination. The dissertation is marked by three academics,
two from within the College and one external examiner. Students are
also required to produce a publishable article as a part of this degree.
Congratulations to the following students who are
graduating with their Master of Theology degrees:

The Church’s Application of Pentateuchal Ethical
Principles to Address Human Exploitation and
Poverty in Contemporary Rural Malawi

Thulani Mndzebele
Supervisor: Prof Sam Ndoga
Multidimensional Approaches to Intergenerational
Youth Ministry in Nongoma Local Churches in
South Africa toward adult Participation

Percival Mooi
Supervisor: Dr Terrel Manikam
An Investigation into the Roman Catholic Sources
of Doctrinal Authority to Develop a Soteriological
Approach for Contemporary Evangelical Dialogue
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Supervisor: Prof Credo Mangayi
A Socio-Economic Strategy to Formulate a Pastoral
Ministry Model as a Response to Unemployment
in Local Baptist Churches of Kimberly

Elriza Nortje
Supervisor: Prof Piff Pereira

Ronald Jere
Supervisor: Prof Piff Pereira

Vinayaka Muniswamy

Youth Persevering in Christian Faith in the Midst
of Post-Religious Persecution Through a Narrativebased Bible Study of the Book of Hebrews
Studying your
Master of Theology
Degree at BTC
Our Masters programme is
one of the fastest growing
offerings of the College.
With world-class faculty
serving as research
supervisors in a broad
range of theological
research fields, this
qualification can take you
to the next level of your
academic progress.
While indeed an academic
pursuit, we encourage
each of our Masters
students to produce
research output which is
both academically credible
while also being relevant
to the life and ministry of
the church.
Find out more
information about BTC’s
Masters programme
by sending an email to
academics@btc.co.za.

Graham Shipster
Supervisor: Prof Sam Ndoga
The Sports Import in Nation Discipleship: A Biblical Leadership
Training Paradigm for Contemporary South African Youth

Master of Theology Awards
Baptist Union Award

BNA Award

Awarded to the Masters
student who achieved the
highest overall mark.

Awarded to the Masters
student who produced the
dissertation which is most
practical at local church
level.
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The Beauty of Knowing God and
His Word

Developing Our Structures,
Systems and Students

BY REV MEGAN BRAITHWAITE
HOD: BIBLICAL LANGUAGES

BY SAGOEMA MAREDI
ACADEMIC ADMINISTRATION

For the first time, Greek and Hebrew studies are fully integrated to 4th year level. This means that
there is the opportunity to bridge language study from Old Testament to New Testament and vice
versa – making for a much better interconnected and cohesive study of God’s Word – his divine unified
message to us all. Hear from two of our graduating students who completed both Hebrew and Greek:

The Baptist Theological
College of Southern Africa
(BTC) has seen some
tremendous changes in its
structures and systems,
which, essentially, is what an
institution of higher learning
ought to be or seek to be
– an evolving innovative
institution in ways which
education is delivered,
taught and experienced.

Walking with God: Wesley Kretzschmar
“Being proficient in ancient Hebrew and Greek is exceptionally beneficial! God ordained that the
Scriptures would be written in Hebrew and Greek for specific reason. As one delves into the depths and
nuances implicit in the beauties of these languages one soon discoveries the insight and treasure of
wisdom so readily available. Having completed three modules of Greek and three modules of Hebrew
my heart has been opened to the riches of studying the Scriptures deeply and by God’s grace has set
me on a lifetime journey of delving into the depths therein. The Scriptures testify and point to Jesus
(Jn 5:39) and as one reflects upon them, believing in the Son of God, they would truly be able to abide
in his word and know the truth (Jn 8:31-32). Language study has become a means to know the depths
and subtleties of God’s commandments thus enabling one to truly keep them and abide in him (Jn
15:9-10). As part of the language courses we were tasked to trace a word theme through both the Old
Testament (in Hebrew), and the New Testament (in Greek). I was able to study the word “walking” –
looking at the way this word gives much insight into one’s fellowship with God who has so graciously
provided a way for us to know him through the death and resurrection of Jesus!”

A Matter of the Heart: Micaela Boy
“Throughout this past year, the Fourth Year Language class had the privilege of tracing a word theme
of our own choosing through the Hebrew Scriptures and into the Greek New Testament. The benefit
of tracing a word through both Testaments and both languages is gaining an in-depth understanding of
how the biblical writers used a word direct from God’s heart, through the vehicles of the Hebrew and
Greek languages, in an array of different contexts and settings, over a period of approximately 1500
years! I chose the word “heart”, because the heart is such an important facet of the human being,
giving direction and life to our every purpose, motivation and ultimately everything we do. Proverbs
4:23 says it is the “wellspring of life”, and throughout the Old Testament it is used to describe one’s
inner self, including the mind, thoughts, intentions, will and emotions. However, it has been corrupted
by sin and is continually inclined towards evil. Man is in need of an entirely new heart, a heart
transplant performed by God, which will result in changed desires and a transformed life. This teaching
is further developed in the New Testament, where, through a sinful heart, one’s whole self is enslaved
to sin. Yet by God’s amazing grace, when God’s Spirit takes up his dwelling in the heart, that person is
no longer a slave to sin, but a son and heir of God!”
What a privilege to know God through his revelation! §
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The institution has
developed quiet extensively
in terms of technology. The
technology used now is very
different from what BTC
was using about a decade
ago. For example, contact
students were required to
submit typed assignments
in person, and if you were a
distance learner you would
have to mail it to the college.
What this meant for the
administration of the college
is, there was someone who
constantly needed to be
looking out and collecting
assignments at the post
office, have the assignments
marked and thereafter have
them delivered back to the
student.
The next phase of the
technological development
was the connection to
the internet and having a

server, what then happened
was assignments would
be emailed back to the
students. The success of this
process inspired the decision
to now have students
emailing or submitting their
assignments to the college
for lectures to assess and
mark. What would happen
is that all the received
assignments would be
categorized, sorted and put
in different folders for the
lecture to receive, mark and
email back to students.
BTC saw a new dawn
with the appointment of
Dr Desmond Henry as
registrar. A website was
developed on a platform
called SharePoint which was
quiet a popular platform
for a number of universities
at that time – this offered
students free data, email
addresses and an Office
package altogether. How this
worked was students had
access to a private folder
which they could submit and
receive assignments. The
development of technology
forced the then registrar –
Dr Henry to experiment with
a few Learning Management
Systems (LSMs);
consequently, in 2017
Schoology was used as an

experiment with few courses
and lectures which saw
positive feedback. In 2018
Schoology was launched and
in 2019 the college is on the
enterprise version, meaning
there are more options and
functionalities.
At the core, the college is
ensuring that theological
education is delivered to
students in a world-class
standard – offering excellent
tuition and equipping
believers for ministry
globally remains the motto
and mandate of BTC. Life
at the college involves many
other aspects of living,
and as much as this is a
place of learning, it is also
a place that accommodates
different situations of life.
Living in a time and context
that is challenging, student
support surpasses academics
and also includes financial
support (when funds are
available), and emotional
support. Support@btc.
co.za is such a platform
which students are able
to reach us. BTC remains
committed to innovation in
its administration, excellence
in its academics, and
contextual in its theology! §
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Evangelical African Theology
the Baptist Theological College is committed to the task of formulating a theology that is
appropriate for the context of Africa and, on the other hand, evangelical in its orientation.
As we attempt to bring resolutions to our continent, we will continue taking on the
challenge of taking the responsibility of constructing an evangelical theology, and commit
to the biblical foundations of our faith, without compromising on our integrity, neither on
the truth of our faith.

In the field of Biblical Studies at the College, we demonstrate our commitment to the
Bible through a through teaching of introductory considerations to the biblical text, with
a rigorous exegetical approach involving different criticisms, such as textual, historical,
literary, theological, and canonical contexts. Hence, BTC’s commitment to the high view of
Scripture and producing students who are biblically literate!

Anchoring
Our Theology
in the Bible
BY DR WALTER MAQOMA
HOD: BIBLICAL STUDIES

The study of theology in the past two
millennia has developed into different streams
of learning and these different streams have
become frameworks in the study of different
theological disciplines; some of the theologies
that have emerged belong under the
categories of Liberation Theology, Existential
Theology, Secular Theology, Roman Catholic
Theology, and Evangelical Theology.
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Studies at the Baptist Theological College are
established on evangelical theology, which is
the orthodox position and a comprehensive
approach in theological persuasions. The word
evangelical in this regard is in reference to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ; as found in the original
Greek word, εύαγγέλιον (eevongeleon) which
means “good news”. Therefore, the Orthodox
Evangelical approach affirms a conservative
theology based on the truth that the Bible
is infallible, inspired and inerrant Revelation
from God – which reflects on the 66 books
of the Biblical Scriptures. Infallible in that it is
fully trustworthy and true. Inspired because it
was literally authored by God. Inerrant in that
it is without error. It is also orthodox because
of the long line of consistent church history,
including the Creeds of Christianity.
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TheEnd!
This brings us to the end of this issue of BTC Insider. Thank
you for sharing in 2019 with us. To God be the glory great things he has done and great things he continues to
do.

Let Us Know Your Thoughts
We would love to connect with you and
hear your thoughts about this issue of BTC
Insider. Feedback is always appreciated as it
allows us to make constructive changes and
encourages us to maintain our aspiration to
become a world-class African seminary.
Please send your comments, questions, ideas
and thoughts to communications@btc.co.za.

NEXT!
The next issue of BTC Insider will be released in
April 2020. We are excited to share all that the
Lord continues to do in and through the College as
we enter another year.

Contact Us
260 Oak Avenue, Randburg
011 886 0421
info@btc.co.za
@btc_sa

