
THE INSIDER
The Baptist Theological College

Breaking Ground!
The rapidly changing climate of higher education 
in Africa has meant that we have had to invest 
significant resources into the development of our 
distance learning programmes particularly, enabling 
students to study from wherever they are. Distance 
learning at BTC is now more engaging, dynamic and 
transformative than ever before. The new ground 
which has been broken has indeed made way for 
seeds to be sown into the fertile soil of opportunity. 
We wait expectantly for a fruitful harvest which we 
pray will have a kingdom impact.  

Growth
With growing student 
numbers and a strong 
passion for quality 
theological education, 
we continue to strive 
for progress and 
improvement in every 
area of the College. 
Inside we detail some 
of these exciting 
developments.
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Welcome
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

Welcome to the Spring edition of our College newsletter! We 
are in a true season of progress and change at BTC. It feels as 
though every facet of College life and work is being consid-
ered and carefully dealt with at the moment. 

Physically, we have done some major renovations to our 
Randburg campus, with the library and student areas           
receiving significant attention as we strive to improve the 
campus experience that we make available to students who 
study in our contact learning programmes. 

Spiritually, we have resharpened our focus with regards to 
the spiritual formational development of our students. This 
has been accompanied by the launching of a research project 
through the Nagel Grant Institute to assess how best we can 
impact the spiritual development of students within their 
theological education, not just equipping their heads and 
hands while at College, but also their hearts. 

Academically, we are about half-way through our phases of 
the implementation of our new curriculum. What has been 
introduced thus far has been met with great positivity and 
our team continues to strive to further develop our curricu-
lum and course content for both the benefit of our students 
as well as the churches and ministries which they will serve.

Relationally, we are excited to also announce a number of 
significant partnerships which seek to see us extending our 
reach and influence to truly become a College that has both 
local leverage while expanding our global footprint. 

We are also excited to announce that we are gaining proper 
momentum in hosting events at the College, attracting speak-
ers and guests from both the local and international arena. 
You can read more about this in the pages which follow. 

Thank you for taking the time to stay connected with our 
College. We trust that this issue of BTC Insider will be both an 
encouragement and a blessing to you. §
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Communication in 2018 
certainly looks vastly differ-
ent to what it was ten years 
ago. In theory, the world has 
never been more connected 
than it is today. We have 
never had more means of 
communication than we do 
today. Yet, somehow, we 
have also never been as dis-
connected from each other 
as we find ourselves today. 

With this in mind, we have 
reviewed our communication 
strategy, considering how 
best we can stay in touch 
with our partner church-
es, alumni, students, wider 
faculty and those who care 
about the work that we do. 
Coming down to the point 
of intentionality, we want to 
know how best we can con-
nect with you, support you, 
work together with you, to 

achieve our goal of equipping 
believers for ministry. 

BTC Insider, the newsletter 
that you are reading right 
now, is just the start of our 
renewed commitment to 
keeping in touch. We look 
forward to staying in more 
regular, more meaningful 
communication with you 
going forward.

Communication really is made 
much easier when we have 
the correct contact details for 
you. Please assist us by enter-
ing your contact details into 
our communications database 
by completing this simple 
online form: goo.gl/forms/
FdV8RBLGMpxffKqt2 §

Keeping in Touch
BY DR DESMOND HENRY
REGISTRAR
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Maintaining Our Focus
BY PROF. PIFF PEREIRA
ACTING PRINCIPAL

Life is often full of distrac-
tions. Advertising is just one 
example. Companies com-
pete viciously for our atten-
tion, trying to coerce us into 
buying their product or using 
their service. Researchers 
say that we are exposed to 
between 4 000 and 10 000 
advertisments every day. 
With all these competing 
products in mind, which one 
do we focus on? Which one 
do we fall for? 

Similarly, people and rela-
tionships often compete for 
our time, energy and rela-
tional resources. Deciding 
which to focus on can at 
times be a challenge as we 

are flooded with expecta-
tions and demands. 

Pressing on Toward the 
Goal 

Paul writes in his letter to 
the Philippians: “But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on 
toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has 
called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus.” (Phil 3:13-14). 

To have a goal one needs to 
be focused: focused on one 
thing. With clarity of heart 
and mind, we discard all 
else that competes for our 

attention and we pursue the 
one thing that we commit 
ourselves to. 

Have you ever had such a 
goal? One which caused you 
to lay all distractions aside 
and pursue it wholehearted-
ly? 

In Paul’s writing it is clear 
that his pursuit of this one 
thing requires him to “forget 
what is behind” leaving the 
distractions of the past in 
the past, gearing up to a new 
focus on what is ahead. How 
often do we let the past 
weigh us down and keep us 
from following after all that 
God has called us to? 
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This One Thing I Do 

Reflecting upon ministry 
and working with others, D. 
L. Moody once said: “Give 
me a man who says this one 
thing I do, and not those fifty 
things I dabble in.”

Ministry can oftentimes in-
volve numerous tasks, some 
of which we have to admit 
are not our ‘one thing’. 

In Romans 12:6-8 Paul 
encourages believers: “We 
have different gifts, ac-
cording to the grace given 
to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophe-
sy in accordance with your 
faith;  if it is serving, then 
serve; if it is teaching, then 
teach;  if it is to encourage, 
then give encouragement; if 
it is giving, then give gen-
erously; if it is to lead, do 
it diligently; if it is to show 
mercy, do it cheerfully.”

Essentially he is encourag-
ing us to do our ‘one thing’. 
With our focus set on the 
‘one thing’ that we have 
been called to do, we can 
with fresh energy, vigour and 
commitment do that ‘one 
thing’ excellently to the glory 
of God. 

God has called us to operate 
together as a body, a body of 
many parts but all under one 
head, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to live as his people and 
minister to a dark, hurting, 
desparate world. 

What is your ‘one thing’? §

Your Giving Makes a 
World of Difference
BY LINDI BOTHA
FINANCE OFFICER

It is incredible to see the 
generosity of people in 
making donations to the Col-
lege. From regular monthly 
payments, whatever the 
amount may be, to once-off 
larger contributions, every 
donation is appreciated and 
put to good use. In this year 
alone, more than 45 stu-
dents have benefited from 
over R500 000 in bursaries; 
this staggering amount ex-
cludes the growing number 
of students who are spon-
sored individually by their 
churches or private individ-
uals. 

To each of those who have 
made donations this year 

- thank you for enabling 
these students to receive a 
quality theological educa-
tion as they prepare and are 
equipped for ministry.

Donations, however, service 
more than just bursaries; 
we have a number of desig-
nated funds which allow us 
to work on special projects 
and ventures to further our 
efforts in providing effective 
education and maintaining 
our high standards. If you 
wish to know more about 
how you could make a 
significant difference with 
your tax-deductible dona-
tions, please contact us on            
finance@btc.co.za. §
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Higher Certificate in 
Ministry (NQF 5)

This one-year qualification 
aims to equip those who 
seek to further their skills 
in pastoral ministry. Key 
courses cover an overview 
of the Bible, an introduction 
to Christian doctrine, and 
various practical skills useful 
to those serving within the 
church including multi-cul-
tural skills, basic pastoral 
competencies and how to 
effectively lead a ministry. 

Bachelor of Biblical 
Studies (NQF 7)

Our core three-year qualifi-
cation which offers students 
a solid foundation that in-
cludes competencies in bib-
lical studies and systematic 
theology, as well as exposure 
to biblical languages at ei-
ther elementary or advanced 
level. This qualification also 
includes a grounding in skills 
essential to doing ministry, 
either in the pastoral, mis-
sions or youth spheres. 

Bachelor of Theology 
(NQF 8)       (

The Bachelor of Theology 
is our four-year profession-
al degree which grounds 
students in the classical 
theological subjects at an in-
depth level, while including a 
strong emphasis on ministry 
competency through both 
research as well as practical 
exposure. This is also the 
qualification that is required 
for ministerial recognition 
with the Baptist Union of 
Southern Africa. 

BTC’s Commitment to 
Quality Theological 
Education 

In an environment riddled 
with fly-by-night institutions 
offering qualifications which 
are worth little more than 
the paper they are printed 
on, BTC remains committed 
to offering its students qual-
ity theological education. 

A strong element of this 
commitment involves 
maintaining not only our 
own high standards, but 
also meeting the criteria and 
stipulations of the Depart-
ment of Higher Education 
and Training as well as the 
rigorous demands of the 
Council of Higher Education. 
By doing so, we are able to 

offer our students accred-
ited qualifications which 
are recognized within both 
national and international 
arenas. 

To do this, we do our utmost 
to host faculty who are of a 
calibre that we remain proud 
of, respected experts in their 
subjects both in theory and 
in practice. 

Alongside our faculty stands 
competent administrative 
staff who are committed 
to providing our students 
with the necessary support, 
guidance and administrative 
assistance that they require.
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BTC strives to be a world-
class African Seminary that 
equips believers for ministry 
globally. BTC was started 
in 1951 with a vision for 
training Baptist pastors for 
the ministry. This vision 
continues and has grown to 
include providing quality and 
accredited degrees to many 
in the evangelical arena. We 
are thankful for this oppor-
tunity and our ability to add 
to the health and vitality of 
the church through our ro-
bust and sound degrees. We 
are thankful that our reach 
from BTC to many other 
denominations and indepen-
dent churches is growing. 
What a joy it is to see our 
Seminary impacting many 
nations and different groups 
through our training.   

It is an honour and privilege 
to serve the Lord at BTC 
in a season of growth and 
blessing. Thank you for your 
prayers for us and our stu-
dents– without your prayers 
and support, we would be at 
a loss! 

We are thankful for our 
continued partnership 
and friendship with many 
churches around Southern 
Africa who take an interest 
in our distance/ online stud-
ies. We are pleased to see 
the number of our distance 
programs growing  consider-
ably, particularly through the 
facilitation of our now 16 
Learning Communities. We 
are also pleased to announce 
two important partnerships; 
one with the Lausanne 
Movement and another with 
Next Level Worship Interna-
tional. From 2019, BTC will 
be a provider of theological 
education to those who are 
associated with these two 
organizations. 

Additionally, BTC will shortly 
announce a collaborative 
partnership with the Billy 
Graham Center at Whea-
ton College on our annual 
conference which we hope 
to transition into, “Amplify 
Southern Africa”, the first 
ever mission and evangelism 
conference outside of North 
America featuring renowned 

speakers like Ed Stetzer, Will 
Graham and the like. We will 
give you more of the spe-
cifics in due course as we’re 
currently in the planning 
phase. 

In partnering with Truthwalk, 
BTC is pleased to host Dr. 
Bob Yarbrough on Satur-
day 20th October and have 
made this a joint College and 
BNA event which we trust 
will be a great blessing to 
many within our association. 

With our ability to offer our 
degrees as either on-campus 
or via distance learning, how 
can we serve you better? 
What are your next steps? 
Please contact me to speak 
about how we can help you 
improve your qualification 
or how you can assist us 
at BTC. We would love to 
engage with you on how 
BTC can make a difference in 
your local church or region. 

For more information,     
contact Dr. Desmond Henry 
at des@btc.co.za. 

Exciting Partnerships
Joining Hands for the Kingdom

BY DR DESMOND HENRY
   REGISTRAR                               . 
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Students In Focus
BY DR TERREL MANIKAM
DEAN OF STUDENTS

Without its student body, 
the College would not only 
cease to exist, but it would 
also be completely sterile. 
Students add vitality and life 
within the College, and are 
ultimately the very reason 
that we continue to operate. 

Our student body now 
comprises of more than 450 
students across the vari-
ous qualifications that we 
offer. The composition of 
our student body though is 
interesting.

Equipping Believers for 
Ministry Globally 

In our mission to equip be-
lievers for ministry globally, 
we have seen a signficant 
traction in our internatioanl 
footprint, drawing students 
from more than 14 na-
tions including Cameroon,       

Zimbabwe, Malawi, Nigeria, 
Botswana, South Korea and 
Swaziland. 

At the same time we have 
broad local reach across 
South Africa, with students 
across the country in both 
rural and urban settings. 
Some of our students live 
in such rural areas that they 
drive more than 3 hours to 
their nearest internet cafe 
to submit their assignments. 
This indeed shows true com-
mitment and determination 
to pursuing their studies. 

We are so grateful to also 
see growth in the diversity 
of the ages of our students. 
Some of our students come 
study with us straight out 
of Matric, while there is an 
increasing number of others 
who decide to embark on 
theological studies during 

the later seasons of life. One 
and all are welcome here at 
BTC, as we recognize the 
richness that comes with the 
diversity of those who study 
at our institution. 

Another aspect of diversi-
ty that we often see is the 
reason behind choosing to 
study at BTC. While in the 
traditional sense we certain-
ly still train those who feel 
led into full-time pastoral 
ministry, we continue to 
notice that various others 
with unique God-given call-
ings feel led to be equipped 
for ministry. A few weeks 
ago we interviewed a new 
student who feels called to 
become a chaplain in the 
South African Navy. This 
is just one example of the 
diverse ministries that our 
students enter into. 

We are thankful to God 
for gifting us with a vibrant 
and diverse student body.       
Perhaps God is calling you to 
join us? §
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Kyle Tamblyn | 2nd Year | 

Kyle is engaged to be married in less than two months. When asked why he 
decided to come to BTC he jokingly answered: “We get food and tea!” The 
real answer: “I really want to become a pastor one day, so I came to study 
to be equipped for ministry further.” He continued to say: “The scope of the 
theology we get taught here is more broad than one lane. We go through 
different views and lecturers have different opinions. Now I can engage 
with different people’s perpsectives.”

Portia Bata | 1st Year | 

Portia relocated from the Eastern Cape to the College flats to pursue her 
theological studies. She wanted to be equipped to be able to help the 
young people in her church. Although it is difficult to leave her family, her 
motivation remains to be the call of God. Reflecting upon her time at the 
College so far, Portia says: “When I came here, I knew nothing, but the lec-
turers have a way of taking you deeper into the word. I love studying here.”

Micaela Boy | 3rd Year | 

Micaela serves as Youth Director at her church. She is also a member of the 
College SRC. She chose to study at BTC because the College has a “solid 
biblical theology and teaching.” She adds that: “I think I have grown so much 
through the multi-cultural and diverse context in class through discussions 
although these can be heated sometimes. That is where you learn the most 
and also through the interaction with the lecturers.”

Pholoso Diraditsile | 4th Year

Pholoso serves as the president of the Student Representative Council 
and will be graduating this year. He decided to study at BTC because he 
wanted to get “classical theology training at a very high standard and 
internationally recognized.” Not only does he enjoy the quality lectures 
but also: “The community at the college - the young and the old, from 
the student body on to the lecturers. There are rich nationalities here.”

You Should Join Us! 

Applications for 2019 are currently open and we invite you to study with us in one 
of our four accredited programmes, equipping yourself for ministry. To apply, contact          
info@btc.co.za. 
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A New Age of 
Resources

Building a Digital Library for All

We are excited to announce that we are in-
vesting	significant	resources	into	the	devel-
opment	of	a	digital	library	which	will	see	all	
of	our	students	have	access	to	online	materi-
als	in	the	near	future.	This	digital	library	will	
provide students with much needed resourc-
es to use as they research their assignments 

and	seek	further	information	on	topics	
which are discussed in the content of their 
courses.	

This is just another measure which shows 
BTC’s	commitment	to	providing	our	students	
with	an	excellent	theological	education.	
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Starting a Fresh Chapter
BY ELIZE FOURIE
LIBRARIAN

Anyone who has visited the BTC Library in 
the past two or three months would have 
noticed that we have undergone significant 
changes. These changes, however, are not 
merely change for the sake of change. The 
changes to the Library in this season have 
been strategically geared toward ensuring 
the proper development of our facilities to 
accommodate the growth of our student 
body and research capacity as an institution. 

This fresh chapter was ushered in after 
receiving a donation which allowed us to 
build a new entrance for the Library on the 
south side of the building. This entrance (the 
building of which has now been completed) 
will host a special exhibition known as ‘The 
Diary’ which will house a collection of the 
personal diaries of Carl Hugo Gutsche and 
tell the story of his life and ministry in South 
Africa. We hope to have this exhibition com-
pleted in October, allowing us to open it to 
the public by mid-November. 

Realizing that we would have a nice new 
Library entrance, it made logical sense to 
use the momentum that this new building 
brought about and continue making further 
changes to the rest of the facility at the same 
time. If you are going to create a little bit of 
dust in a library, you might as well create a 
lot of dust all at once and be done with it for 
a while. Well, that was our thinking at least.

So it all started off with the laying of a new 
carpet - a task that is certainly more com-
plex than it sounds, bearing in mind that the 
Library floor is home to shelves which hold 
no less than 16 000 books. Just before the 
carpets were laid, the decision was taken 
to switch around our lending and reference 
sections, allowing for better use of space 
within the Library, and granting us a number 
of extra shelves to house more lending books 

which our students can take out. More shelv-
ing space has been a need for a number of 
years, and so this seemingly drastic swapping 
of two sections made logical sense, bearing 
in mind that it would require a lot of work.

Yet, as they say, ‘Many hands make light 
work’ and after rounding up the troops of 
willing students (who had no idea of what 
they were getting themselves into), we began 
the great move. Every book that we own was 
moved from one place to another at least 
three times, all the while trying our best to 
keep the structured Dewey decimal order-
ing system. This worked for the most part, 
except when one row of shelves, home to 
at least 3 000 books came crashing to the 
ground. The ‘lot’ of work that we were pre-
pared for became just a little bit more. 

Nevertheless, our Library staff and student 
volunteers got to work reordering the books 
and after a few weeks of chaos, the Library 
was finally moved. 

What is Next for the BTC Library? 

While our big move is complete, we look 
forward to:

• Aquiring 100 new books for both our 
missiology and youth studies sections, and 
50 new books for our practical theology 
collection.

• Developing a new digital library to provide 
much needed resources for our distance 
learning students.

• Moving over to a new library system, 
Koha, to manage our library collections. 

We look forward to the fresh chapter ahead! 
§
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Our Precious 
Generations
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

Children are not only the future of the 
church, they are an integral part of its pres-
ent. BTC is committed to equipping those 
who feel a calling to children’s, teenage or 
young adults’ ministry. Our Youth Studies 
Department boasts a compliment of lecturers 
who are not just theoretically trained to lead 
such ministries, but are indeed practitioners 
themselves, having years of experience min-
istering to these precious generations. 

The courses within our Youth Studies ma-
jor track cover a braod scope of topics that 
encompass many different aspects of youth 
minstry. Three of the courses deal with minis-
try specifics to children, teenagers and young 
adults respectively. Another course considers 
issues facing youth today. In their final year, 
students majoring in Youth Studies examine 
how best to minister to youth in their social 
context, as well as how to minister to families 
as an extension of youth ministry.
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Teenage Ministry 

While teenage ministry has traditionally 
been the main focus area of youth minis-
try within the church, how do we navi-
gate the changing environment that these 
ministries are facing. Ministry to teenag-
ers certainly looks a bit different to how it 
was done a generation ago, and therefore 
youth workers need to be equipped with 
how to minister to teenagers effectively, 
leading to long lasting life change. 

Children’s Ministry 

Children’s ministry is a new area of focus 
within the College curriculum, now hav-
ing its own designated course for this rea-
son. Attention is given to how to run an 
impactful children’s ministry well, not only 
through regular weekly ministry oppor-
tunities but also through special events 
and holiday clubs. Effectively ministering 
to children also has the opportunity to 
impact the families that they come from, 
and therefore attention is given to this 
opportunity particularly. 

Young Adult’s & Singles 
Ministry

Young adults and singles each have 
unique ministry needs, and for far too 
long youth workers have not been ade-
quately equipped to minister effectively 
to them. With this in mind, we have de-
signed a course to address the particular 
challenges of ministering to 18-35 year 
olds, many of whom are in transitional 
phases of life, trying to figure out how to 
embrace both the challenges and joys of 
‘adulting’. 

ISSUE No: 01 / OCTOBER 2018
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20 October 2018 | 
09:30-16:00 | R100

Churches everywhere face 
challenges and often crises. 
Remedies that turn out to 
be fads come and go. Paul’s 
last known letter to Timothy 
contains 33 commands that 
will never fail earnest Chris-
tians who embrace them. 
This seminar will explore the 
basis of the apostle’s opti-
mism along with the specif-
ics of his directives who are 
not just for Timothy but for 

Opening Up 2 Timothy

Hope Beyond the Shaddows 

“… do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor 
of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by the 
power of God, who saved us and called us to a holy calling, 
not because of our works but because of his own purpose 
and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages 
began…” (2 Tim 1:8-9)

Getting to Know   
Bob Yarbrough

Dr Bob Yarbrough is 
Professor of New Testa-
ment at Covenant Theo-
logical Seminary, St Louis, 
USA. He is the co-editor 
of the Baker Exegetical 
Commentary of the New 
Testament and also wrote 
the commentary on the 
Johannine epistles in that 
series. 

Bob has been involved in 
pastoral training around 
the world, including Hun-
gary, Romania, Australia, 
Hong Kong, Sudan, and 
the Cape Flats. 

He is married to Bernie 
with whom he has two 
grown sons. 

all “who desire to live a godly 
life in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim 
3:12)

This event is open to anyone 
interested in digging deeper 
into God’s Word, and we 
hope that you would join us 
as we are guided through 
this book with a world-re-
nown scholar by our side. 

For more information or to 
register for this seminar, 
please send us an email at 
events@btc.co.za
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Looking Forward to 
Graduation 2018
BY DR DESMOND HENRY
REGISTRAR

It always amazes me at how quickly Gradua-
tion seems to come around. Each year we are 
elated to confer various qualifications on our 
students. These students have truly earned 
their respective qualifications through much 
time, diligence and hard work. Our graduat-
ing classes each year leave not only knowing 
the privilege of having had a quality theo-
logical education, but also with a true sense 
of assurance that they have been properly 
equipped for ministry. 

Any graduating student will tell you that the 
journey of their theological studies is not 
one that they could have walked alone. Year 
after year we hear testimonies from stu-
dents who highlight the role that those close 
to them have played in providing support, 

guidance, financial assistance, faithful prayer 
and indeed true friendship. Such testimo-
nies remind us also of the vital role that local 
churches play particularly during the time of 
a student’s studies. 

This year we look forward to once again hon-
ouring the hard work of our students through 
the conferring of certificates and degrees 
upon them. 

We invite you to join us at Graduation 2018 
which will take place at 19:00 on Wednesday 
5 December at Rosebank Union Church. 

For further information please contact 
events@btc.co.za

 č Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to be 
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

2 Timothy 2:15
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TheEnd!
Well, that is the end of this issue of BTC 
Insider. As you will have read, there is 
certainly a great new season dawning on 
the College and we look forward to all 
that God has in store for us in the months 
and years ahead. Thank you for your 
continued support, through both diligent 
financial giving as well as faithful prayer. 

To God be the glory - great things he has 
done and great things he continues to do. 

NEXT!
The next issue of BTC 
Insider will be released 
in December. We look 
forward to sharing 
more on the projects 
and developments 
we have discussed in 
this issue, as well as 
announcing highlights 
to look forward to in 
2019.

Let Us Know Your Thoughts

We would love to connect with you and hear 
your thoughts about this issue of BTC Insider. 
Feedback is always appreciated as it allows 
us to make constructive changes and encour-
ages us to maintain our aspiration to become 
a world-class African seminary. 

Please send your comments, questions, ideas 
and thoughts to communications@btc.co.za. 

Contact Us

260 Oak Avenue, Randburg

011 886 0421

info@btc.co.za

@btc_sa


