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THE INSIDER

The Baptist Theological College

Rising to the Top!
As we reflect on the year that has passed, we again realize that amidst a number of
obstacles, our students have indeed done well and risen to the top, doing their best to reach
their God-given potential. We celebrate all that God has done in and through our institution
this year, having been reminded again and again of His faithfulness as we seek to bring glory
and honour to His name.

Welcome
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

Welcome to the expanded Graduation edition of our College
newsletter! As this year has come to an end, the past two
months have been filled with great activity as we finish off
one academic year and prepare for the next.
2018 has been an incredible year indeed. From the very
outset, it was a season which would see remarkable change
as we furthered the implementation of our new curriculum
and also moved over to our new Learning Management
System - Schoology.
The year has seen significant staffing changes, beginning with
the installation of Prof. Piff Pereira as our Acting Principal,
the appointment of new faculty, and later a complete
restructuring of our administration department.
This issue of The Insider plays on the theme of ‘rising’ as
we consider the significant achievement of each of our
students finishing yet another academic year, with 8 students
graduating with their Higher Certificates, 35 with the
Diploma of Theology, and 40 with the prestigious Bachelor
of Theology degree. In addition to these, we have 2 students
who have completed their Master of Theology degrees.
BTC remains committed to not only preparing our students
academically, but also equipping them with the practical skills
necessary to succeed in the various ministry capacities that
they may be called to.
Indeed congratulations are in order to each of our graduating
students. Your perseverence, hard work, and, I am sure, many
late nights, have paid off. May God richly bless you as you
seek to faithfully serve Him.
To our readers, thank you for taking the time to stay
connected with our College. We trust that this issue of The
Insider will be both an encouragement and a blessing to you. §
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Rising to the Top?
BY PROF. PIFF PEREIRA
ACTING PRINCIPAL

Most of the time, having
risen to the top will be
interpreted as having
achieved. Actually, it does
not always mean that. I have
had the privilege to preach
from Proverbs this whole
year, and it does not mean
that in Proverbs 25:4-5,
“Remove the dross from the
silver, and comes material
for the silversmith; remove
the wicked from the king’s
presence, and his throne
will be established through
righteousness.”
Silver is normally refined by
fire. The fire makes all the
impurities in the silver rise
to the top because it is less
dense than the silver. When
the silver melts, the slag and
rock inclusions also melt and

rise to the top. This molten
rock layer is called ‘dross’
and it is worthless. It must
be removed, and is scraped
off until only the silver is left.
The silversmith knows that
all dross is removed when
the molten silver presents
itself like a clean mirror, able
to reflect his image. In this
case, what rises to the top
must be removed in order to
have the substance of value.
Our students come to us as
precious material, but full
of slag and rock inclusions,
and we apply the refining
process through the Word.
We find ourselves spending
much of our time scraping
off impurities. For as long as
the dross floats on the top,
the silver is unable to rise to

the top. All we seek to do
is provide the material that
the silversmith is looking for.
God has entrusted BTC with
the task of providing the
material that God will use
according to His sovereign
purpose.
The truth is that none of our
students have ‘arrived’; and
neither have we. We pray
that we always will have the
humility which recognizes
that only when we see the
face of our soon-coming
King, will we have arrived.
Then will we know that all
wickedness is gone, and His
throne is established forever.
Then only will we have
arrived. §
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The Proof is in the
Rising
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

Sometimes one needs to
simply accept that not every
idea is going to be a good
one when it is put into
practice. Albeit a hard pill
to swallow, to use a baking
metaphor, the reality is that
the proof of a concept is
in its rising. When making
bread, yeast is added to
flour and water, and then
the yeast needs to do its
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work, causing the dough to
rise. This process, known as
proofing, shows us that the
yeast has succeeded in its
role. Unrisen dough will not
make very good bread.
This year saw the
introduction of a new online
Learning Management
System called Schoology.
While this system had a

limited pilot test in 2017,
we decided to go ahead and
implement it fully this year for
all our students to use.
Thankfully, in this case the
yeast worked and the dough
rised indeed. Schoology has
been a great success and,
while there are still a few
improvements that we will
make going ahead, we have
already seen the fruit of this
platform, with the creation of
dynamic online classrooms
providing our students
a unique opportunity to
experience an enhanced
learning experience. We
certainly look forward to
further developments on
Schoology in 2019. §
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Progressing From Strength to
Strength
BY DR TERREL MANIKAM
DEAN OF UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES

“As they pass through the Valley of Baca…they go from strength to strength, till
each appears before God in Zion.”
Psalm 84 is considered a
pilgrim psalm, celebrating three
blessings that God’s people are
privileged to witness:
• The Blessing of God’s
Presence (v. 4)
• The Blessing of God’s Power
(vv. 5, 7)
• The Blessing of God’s
Provision (vv. 11-12)
We will focus on the second
blessing – God’s Power.
The Psalmist says in v. 5,
“Blessed are those whose
strength is in you, who have set
their hearts on pilgrimage.” The
physical and spiritual journey
of the pilgrim is described
as extending upwards and
onwards, until each appears
before God in Zion. It takes him
through the tough challenges
of the Valley of Baca (or

“weeping”). This is a reminder
that the pilgrim’s journey to his
ultimate destination takes him
through valley experiences. It,
however, becomes a place of
springs through God’s provision
of strength to complete the
journey. Jesus modelled this
strength throughout His life
and ministry. We will do well to
follow in His footsteps.
For BTC, we can testify to the
many challenges that we have
encountered in our pilgrimage.
However, as we close another
academic year, it is appropriate
to reflect on God’s faithfulness
in the many blessings we have
received to counter each of the
challenges. We remember, in the
midst of theological institutions
around us being closed, being
taken from strength to strength
so that we can celebrate the
blessing of another five years of
accreditation for our courses.
We remember, in the midst

of key people leaving, being
taken from strength to strength
in God’s faithful provision of
an excellent team of staff and
faculty. We remember, in the
midst of many secular and
religious influences around
us, God’s faithful provision
in blessing us with kingdom
contact and distance students
to meet these challenges. We
remember, in the midst of
a declining economy, God’s
faithfulness in the financial
blessings that the institution has
received. There is so much more
that can be listed to celebrate
God’s faithfulness as we count
the blessings.
What a privilege it is to know
our God is faithful through
the challenges of life. He
empowers us with His strength
to accomplish His purposes and
to reach His intended goals. God
has been faithful to all at BTC.
Glory to His name! §
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Seeds in Fertile Soil
BY LINDI BOTHA
FINANCE OFFICER

As another year comes to
an end and we reflect on
God’s faithful provision for
the College in 2018, I am
reminded of the significant
role which our many donors
and sponsors have played
in the lives of our students.
The reality is that without
your generosity, a number of
people who we today know
as our students would never
had access to theological
education. They may indeed
still have been entering
into ministry, but certainly
without the necessary
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preparation that they have
received through their years
of studying at the College.
I can personally assure
you that your gifts are put
to good use through the
intentional guidance of our
Finance Committee who
seek to be faithful stewards
of all that God has entrusted
us with.
At this time I am strongly
reminded of the role that
our partner churches - those
who commit to gifting the

College regular monthly
amounts - have played over
the past year. Through their
faithful gifts along with the
individual donors that we
are priviledged to have, we
have been able to improve
the quality of our educational
offering this year.
A heartfelt thank you to
each church, individual and
company that has sown
seeds into fertile soil this
year through generous and
sacrificial giving. We look
forward to what 2019 holds. §
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Our Partner Churches
• Beacon Bay Baptist
Church

• Margate Baptist Church

• Central Baptist Church
(Pretoria)

• Berlin Baptist Church

• Pietermaritzburg Baptist
Church

• First City Baptist Church

• Pinetown Baptist Church

• Ridgecrest Family Church

• Stirling Bacptist Church

• Scottsville Baptist Church

• Nompendulo Baptist
Church

• Benoni Baptist Church

• Riverside Community
Church

• Trinity Baptist Church
(PE)
• Uitenage Baptist Church
• Victoria Park Baptist
Church
• Stillbaai Baptist Church
• Glenwood (Bulwer Road)
Baptist Church
• Dundee Baptist Church

• Berea (Hillbrow) Baptist
Church
• Bethany Baptist Church
• Brackendowns Baptist
Church
• Edenvale Baptist Church
• Florida Baptist Church
• Grace Baptist Church
(Kempton Park)

• Hilton Baptist Church

• Honeyridge Baptist
Church

• Kloof Baptist Church

• Horison Baptist Church

• Ladysmith Baptist Church

• Lyndhurst Baptist Church

• Randburg Baptist Church

• Rosettenville Baptist
Church
• Rustenburg Baptist
Church
• Secunda Baptist Church
• Southdale Baptist Church
• Troyeville Baptist Church
• Waterkloof Baptist
Church
• Wilro Park Baptist Church
• Meadowridge Baptist
Church
• Real Vision Baptist
Church

Would You Partner With Us?
We invite any church interested in partnering with us to contact the Finance Department
(finance@btc.co.za) to receive more information. Partner churches that make a monthly
commitment to the College benefit from special discounted rates for students who choose to
study at the College and who are members of those churches.
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Graduation Ceremony
Programme
18:30

Graduands to be Seated

19:00		

Academic Procession (Ein Feste Burg)

Dr Desmond Henry

19:05		Worship						BTC Students
19:15		

Welcome and Opening Prayer		

Rev. Stuart Cranna

		Offering						Video Presentation
19: 25

Principal’s Report				

Prof. Piff Pereira

		
		

Introduction of Guest Speaker: Rev. Angelo Scheepers
(Outgoing General Secretary of the Baptist Union of SA)

		

19:50		Student Testimony Video			
19:55		Award Ceremony					Dr Desmond Henry
Higher Certificates
				Diploma in Theology
				Bachelor of Theology
				Master of Theology
20:25			Special Awards				Prof. Piff Pereira
20:45			

Special Acknowledgments

Rev. Stuart Cranna

								Rev. Angelo Scheepers
								Mr Stan Hack
21:00			

Final Prayer & Commission		

Rev. Sibusiso Mkhwanazi

									

(Baptist Union President)

			National Anthem
21:15			Recessionary
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Refreshments Served in the Rosebank Union Church ‘Street’
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Higher Certificates
This one-year qualification (NQF 5) aims to equip those who seek to
further their skills in pastoral ministry. Key courses cover an overview
of the Bible, an introduction to Christian doctrine, and various practical
skills useful to those serving within the church including multi-cultural
skills, basic pastoral competencies and how to effectively lead a ministry.
Our certificates in theology and youth majors are being phased out.
Congratulations to the following students who are
graduating with their Higher Certificates:

Higher Certificate in Ministry
Rebecca Biyela
Martin Bosch
Nkosingiphile Khoza
Bronwyn Koch
Thulile Msweli
David Nelson
Lindile Sikhunyana
Ricardo Vasapolli
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Diploma of Theology
The Diploma of Theology (NQF 7) covers a broad scope of courses
relating to biblical studies, systematic theology as well as various
ministry emphases. This will be the penultimate year in which we
graduate students with this qualification. The Bachelor of Biblical
Studies now replaces the Diploma as our core three-year qualification.
Congratulations to the following students who are
graduating with the their Diploma of Theology:

Alcot Adams

Sifiso Khumalo

Helmut Redinger

Isaac Adebayo

Jean Le Roux

Mpopo Ratone

Joyce Akomolafe

Mirriam Madibo

Bongani Shongwe

Rajendra
Anandavasagar
(Cum Laude)

Qhawe Mashabane

Malcos Simelane

Zethu Matushe

Wes-lee Simon

Emil Bihl
(Cum Laude)

Merriam Mokoena

Stuart Stark

Micaela Boy
(Cum Laude)

Gareth Murray

Micah Tsabedze

Ayanda Ntshangase

June Tsotetsi

Elise Bukasa-Mukadi

Sun Park

Johannes Xaba

Jesse Burnhams

Colin Petersen

Bradley Yeo

Kester Fisher

Sibusiso Radebe

Wiseman Zungu

Corney Gobozi

Motlatsi Radebe

Lesego Kgaka

Craig Rankin
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Bachelor of Theology
The Bachelor of Theology (NQF 8) is our four-year professional degree
which grounds students in the classical theological subjects at an in-depth
level, while including a strong emphasis on ministry competency through
both research as well as practical exposure. This is also the qualification
that is required for ministerial recognition with the Baptist Union of
Southern Africa.
Congratulations to the following students who are
graduating with the their Bachelor of Theology:
Mellissa Alexander

Stanton Jogannah

Sibusiso Banda
(Cum Laude)

Raymond Jumbuin

Nicole Niemann
(Cum Laude)
Bankete Nthute

Catherine Blane

Vusimuzi Khoza
(Cum Laude)

Elise Bukasa-Mukadi

Jonathan Kilian
(Cum Laude)

Gideon Nyembe
(Cum Laude)

Chang Kim

Bronson Pretorius

Reino Lathleiff

Kgalemo Ramalatsoa

Lourens Le Roux

Sandile Sibisi
(Cum Laude)

Samuel-lee
Dayadharum
(Cum Laude)
Joshua de Wit
Pholoso Diraditsile
(Cum Laude)
Keagan Everson

Sangkuen Lee
Lamla Magadlela

Anne Marie
Pulane Maleme
Gnangoran-M’bouaffou
Mahlahaneng Matoba
Mandlenikosi
Wandile Mngometulu
Gwamanda
Dirk Hanekom
Lorelé Harvey
(Cum Laude)

Lerato Molise
(Cum Laude)
Zandisele Ndlovu

Simingezwi Nxumalo

Sifiso Simelane
Wes-lee Simon
Brent Staples
Stuart Stark
Tshifhiwa Tambani
Joanie Van
Loggerenberg
Gert van Wyk
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Master of Theology
This qualification (NQF 9) is completed over two or more years and
involves intensive research in a chosen field of study. The final product
of this degree is a 150-page dissertation which is then defended through
an oral examination. The dissertation is marked by three academics,
two from within the College and one external examiner. Students are
also required to produce a publishable article as a part of this degree.
Congratulations to the following students who are
graduating with their Master of Theology degrees:

David Lock
Supervisor: Dr Desmond Henry
A Biblical and Historical Understanding of the Church’s
Missional Interaction with the World Based Around How
the Bible Uses the Word ‘Light’ Metaphorically to Describe
its Mission as Both Evangelism and Social Concern

Nkosinathi Mbali
Supervisor: Dr Terrel Manikam
The Role of Pastoral Care in Facilitating the Involvement
of Gifted Physically Disabled Members Towards the
Edification of the Body of Christ in South Africa

Masters Awards

Baptist Union Award

BNA Award

Awarded to the Masters
student who achieved the
highest overall mark.

Awarded to the Masters
student who produced the
dissertation which is most
practical at local church
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Studying your
Master of Theology
Degree at BTC
Our Masters programme is
one of the fastest growing
offerings of the College.
With world-class faculty
serving as research
supervisors in a broad
range of theological
research fields, this
qualification can take you
to the next level of your
academic progress.
While indeed an academic
pursuit, we encourage
each of our Masters
students to produce
research output which is
both academically credible
while also being relevant
to the life and ministry of
the church.
Find out more information
about BTC’s Masters
programme by sending an
email to academics@btc.
co.za.
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Student Awards
First Year Award

Second Year Award

Missions Prize

Awarded to the
outstanding all-round 1st
Year student.

Awarded to the
outstanding 2nd Year
student. Awarded for
diligence, progress and
general atitude to College

Awarded to the the
outstanding final year
student in missiology.

Third Year Award
Awarded to the
outstanding 3rd Year
student. Awarded for
diligence, progress and
general atitude to College
and studies.

Rex Mathie Prize
Awarded to the
outstanding final year
student in systematic
theology. This prize is
awarded in honour of Mr.
Stan Hack.

Greek Award
Awarded to the
outstanding student
in Textual Analysis of
the New Testament for
excellent demonstration
of proficient application of
analysing the Greek New
Testament.

Fourth Year Award
Awarded to the
outstanding 4th Year
student. Awarded for
academic achievement,
character service to the
College.

Stuart and Stella
Akers Memorial
Prize
Awarded to the
outstanding distance
learning student. Awarded
for diligence, progress and
academic achievement.

Youth Prize
Awarded to the final year
student who is the most
promising youth worker.

Victor Brandt
Memorial Prize
Awarded to the the
outstanding final year
student in practical
theology.

Marion Seabrook
Award
Awarded to the
outstanding student in
Biblical Hebrew.

Preaching Academy
Award

Academic Award

Awarded to the
outstanding final year
student in practical
preaching.

Awarded to a final year
student for having the
best overall academic
achievement.
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Our Service on the Rise
BY DR DESMOND HENRY
REGISTRAR

BTC has a number of
important axioms that inform
who we are. “The best of
both worlds: campus and
distance learning” is one such
axiom.
With our growing student
numbers, it has become
increasingly important for us
to rethink how we extend
our global footprint while
maintaining local leverage
(another axiom). Most of all,
we have been intentional
about becoming increasingly
high-tech without losing the
personal touch.
In the last six months
the BTC leadership has
undertaken a focused
initiative we have termed
“BTC: Future-Fit” where we
have undertaken to fulfill six
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goals within six months.
Each of these six goals
focused on improvement in
three key areas:
• Compliance
• Excellence
• Development
Our staff have united
and have achieved nearly
everything we set out to do
in the past few months.
One area that we have
undertaken as a goal to work
on is our staffing. This led to
a staff capacity review which
resulted in a restructuring
exercise.

Of course, the main driver
of each of our efforts is
that we would glorify God
through the provision of
excellent service to each of
our students and relevant
stakeholders. We believe that
our staff restructuring will
achieve exactly that.
We have both redeployed
a few existing staff as
well as made three new
appointments. We welcome
onto our team Rodney Taylor,
Sagoema Maredi and Iviwe
Noholoza who we know will
add tremendous value to
your experience of BTC.
We also congratulate Dr
Walter Maqoma on his
appointment as a member of
our full-time faculty.§
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Rodney Taylor | Finance Officer |
Rodney comes to us with a wealth of accounting experience, having served
at various companies and churches in financial management roles over the
past 35 years. He has been married to his wife Anne for almost 40 years
and they have two adult children together. When not crunching the
numbers, Rodney enjoys fly fishing, bird and wildlife watching, participating
in church life, spectating historic motor racing, and spending time with his
family (particularly his three grandsons).

Sagoema Maredi | Academic Affairs |
A graduate of the University of Pretoria (BA Hons - Old Testament),
Sagoema is currently studying toward her Postgraduate Diploma in Higher
Education at the Vaal University of Technology. She is committed to seeing
students succeed in every aspect of their studies. In her free time, Sagoema
enjoys reading, socializing, and attempting to be a foodie.

Iviwe Noholoza | Administration |
Iviwe holds a Diploma in Public Management and is currently studying
toward a Bachelor of Education at the University of South Africa. Iviwe,
whose kind smile can even be expressed through a phonecall, is an avid
documentary watcher and also puts her green-thumb to good use in her
family’s garden.

Dr Walter Maqoma | Faculty |
Dr Walter, a BTC alumnus, holds two Masters degrees (UP and St
Augustine College) as well as a PhD from the University of Pretoria.
He serves as the Head of Department for Biblical Studies at BTC and
looks forward to upholding the high standards of this department set by
those who have gone before him, remaing committed to teaching the
Word of God faithfully to his students.

Farewell to Anél Engelbrecht
This year we bid Anel Engelbrecht farewell. We are so grateful for the significant contribution she has made
to our administration team over the past two years, streamlining processes and setting sound and reliable
systems in place. She will be greatly missed and we wish her all God’s best in her future endeavours.
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Celebrating God’s
Goodness in 2018

Work has begun on a display dedicated to our Baptist heritage and
history.

Our students attending an event with esteemed scholar Dr. D. A. Carson.

Dr. Terrel Manikam and students leading worship during our weekly
chapel services.

Dr. Bob Yarborough was amongst the first of many guests to record a video in our
new studio.

Our students serving at the annual Baptist Union Assembly.
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‘The Diary’, a display honouring the legacy of Carl Hugo Gutsche will be open to

Our new student patio area has been launched, adding a new facility

the public in early 2019.

to be enjoyed by our students on campus.

The 1st Year class enjoying a meal off campus with their lecturer Rev. Megan
Braithwaite.

Our Library’s collection of more than 16 000 books was
reorganized and survived the many Library renovations.

Stay Connected Throughout the
Year
For more pictures and updates of what
is happening at the College, be sure to
follow us on Facebook (Baptist Theological
College) and Twitter (@btc_sa).

Elize Fourie, our Librarian, has settled in to her new office space after massive changes
have come about in the Library this year.
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Biblical
Languages
Remain Alive
BY MEGAN BRAITHWAITE
HOD: BIBLICAL LANGUAGES

The Bible is the starting point when it comes
to understanding all things pertaining to life
and godliness (2 Ti 3:16). In the Bible we
learn about where we come from. We learn
about why there is suffering and hardship
in the world. We learn about man’s need for
salvation and how to receive it. We come
to understand the purpose and destiny of
man and all creation. And ultimately we are
introduced to God – our Creator, Provider,
Page 18

Deliverer, Redeemer, Saviour, Judge and if we
so choose – our Lord.
But, the Bible is an ancient manuscript.
Some of its writings are thought to date back
nearly 3 500 years. Therefore it can present
difficulties in terms of reading it accurately
– and more importantly, understanding it
accurately. However, if we believe that the
Bible is true (which we do) and that it is the
sufficient revelation of God to mankind as he
ordained it (which we do) and that it is our
guide to salvation and godly living (which
we do) – then we should be serious about
our study of it. Therefore it is imperative
that we face the challenges of accurate Bible
study – especially if we hope to lead others
in their understanding of God’s Word as well.
Therefore at BTC we are committed to our
study of the Word of God. And part of doing
this with diligence is commitment to its study
in the original languages of its composition
(Hebrew and Greek).
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Textual Analysis of the New and Old Testaments
This year we launched a very new language programme to run in tandem with our full
Greek and Hebrew study – Textual Analysis of the New Testament. This new course is a
means to interact with the text more meaningfully using Bible tools such as interlinears
and lexicons. Next year will see the introduction of the Hebrew equivalent – Textual
Analysis of the Old Testament. This means we offer both a higher and a medium level of
language study to all our students, and are very excited about the implication for future
teaching of God’s Word with integrity. Please be in prayer for our students and lecturers,
that we would all correctly handle God’s Word of truth and therefore not be ashamed (2 Ti
2:15).

One of the focuses of final Hebrew study
at BTC is working through the book of
Jonah. This is a masterpiece of literary
style. Sadly, much of the clever play
on words and emphases are lost in our
translations. One of the themes that runs
through the book (and also through the
whole of Scripture on repeated occasions)
is that of movement – either up or down.
We see in Jonah’s disobedience there is
a continuous movement down – down
to Joppa, down into the deepest part
of the boat, down into the belly of the
fish, down into the deepest parts of
the sea. But as Jonah submits to God
he is brought back up onto dry land.
Through the rest of Scripture, we see
similar analogies of “down” referring to
movements away from God and “up”
referring to movements towards God (e.g.
Ps 30:3).

We lift our eyes up to him because he is
the source of our help (Ps 121). However,
this same God who is exulted above
all else, chose to come down (Jn 6:51).
Because of sin, there is no way for us to
ascend to God through our own efforts.
We are completely dependent on God
coming down to us in order to rescue
us. How wonderful that he chose to do
that! As you prepare your hearts for
Christmas, may you marvel at our faithful,
loving, generous Saviour who came down
to rescue, redeem, save and establish
you. May your commitment to trust in
this God who came down to restore
relationship with you be renewed this
Christmas. We have a God whose name is
Immanuel – God with us. Blessed be his
wonderful name!

In relation to these themes of spacial
position, one of God’s titles is El Elyon,
God Most High. We recognise that God
is above all things. He is the one high and
lifted up (Isa 6:1).
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Remembering
Carl Hugo
Gutsche
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

In 2016 while attending a conference in
Jakarta, Indonesia, I had the opportunity to
hear world-renown author and social-critic Os
Guinness speak. One line from his half-hour
talk has stuck in my head to this very day:

“The church goes forward best by
looking back first.”
- Os Guiness
This past year we have certainly dug up some
fascinating history which has again reminded
me of this profound quote. In preparation for
our new display ‘The Diary’ which is being
prepared to honour the legacy of the German
missionary Carl Hugo Gutsche (1843-1926),
I had the priviledge of reading through a
number of his personal diaries as well as
a PhD thesis that researched his life and
ministry. In reading these documents, I came
across many statements made by him which
would certainly be relevant to the life of the
church today.
More than 150 years after Gutsche set foot in
South Africa, we still have much to learn from
him. Twelve of Gutsche’s most striking quotes
have been nicely designed into a calendar for
2019. This calendar is the forerunner to the
greater exhibition that will be made availabe
to the public early next year.
These calendars are being sold for R120 and
all proceeds will go toward the procurement
of new online resources to benefit our
students.
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You can order your calendar through the BTC
Bookstore (bookstore@btc.co.za). Postage
fees may apply. §
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Ready to Serve You in 2019
BY LINDI BOTHA
FINANCE OFFICER

This year has seen some
important changes brought
about at the College.
The compliment of our
administration team has been
one such change. As we have
said farewell to a number of
staff, we so too welcome on
board those whom we have
recently appointed.
Our new staffing structure
has been designed in such
a way as to make channels
of communication and
responsibility clearer, ensuring
that each member functions

at an optimal level within the
realm of their duties. We trust
that this will directly benefit our
students as we seek to provide
them with the high standard of
service which they deserve.
Each of our staff are passionate
about seeing believers
equipped for ministry through
the provision of a quality
theological education.
Please be reminded that
applications for the 2019
academic year will come to a
final close in early January; we

encourage you to apply as soon
as possible to allow for a smooth
start to the new year.
Our team is ready to serve you in
2019 and we look forward to all
that God will continue to do in
and through our College, its staff
and students, in the year ahead.
Should you be interested in
applying to study in 2019,
please contact info@btc.co.za to
request more information about
the qualifications that we offer. §
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Beyond the Horizon
BY DR DESMOND HENRY
REGISTRAR

Thank you for your thoughts
and prayers for us at BTC.
Looking back over 2018, we are
thankful for God’s direction and
guidance. It’s been an incredible
year where we have achieved
many of our goals with strategic
importance for our future. Psalm
33:18 says: “But look, the Lord
keeps his eye on those who fear
him—those who depend on his
faithful love”. We are thankful
that God’s faithful love has
sustained us and we know that
he will lead us into 2019 and
beyond the horizon.
As the seminary management,
Faculty and staff, we are looking
forward to all that 2019 holds
knowing that God is with us
every step of the way. Please
pray for us in the following:

Merger with Cape Town
Baptist Seminary
In October 2018 at our Baptist
Union Assembly BTC and CTBS
announced our intention to
merge. Pray that the team
working tirelessly on this
important project will know
God’s wisdom each step of the
way as we work toward this end.
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Dr Gary Mathena

Dr Phil Roberts

With over 30 years of ministry
experience, Dr Mathena is a
composer, songwriter, speaker,
author and has lectured at
Oklahoma Baptist University
and currently teaches at Liberty
University. We will be hosting a
worship lab and some important
events that will strengthen the
local church.

Dr Phil serves as the Ministry
Associate and Director of
International Theological
Education for the Global
Ministry Foundation. He is
a well-known friend of our
Seminary and will be consulting
and involved in training in 2019.

Bibel Seminar Bonn Visit
In February 2019, Dr Heinrich
Derksen, Principal of the BSB in
Bonn (Germany) will be visiting
with us at BTC and exploring
opportunities for collaboration
in theological education.

Amplify Conference in
Evangelism and Mission
BTC, partnering with the Billy
Graham Center at Wheaton
College will be hosting a one-ofa-kind conference in mission and
evangelism in July 2019. More
details to follow, but we are
looking forward to welcoming
world-renowned leaders
and pastors in this launch
conference.

Dr Harold Rawlings and the
Bible Tour
Parts of the Rawlings family
Bible collection–which is one
of the oldest collections in the
world, will be on display as Dr
Harold Rawlings presents on
the ‘History of the English Bible’.
This is BTC’s second opportunity
to host such an event, and we
are thrilled to do so in October
2019.

Partnerships in Theological
Education
BTC sees significant growth in
its School of Distance learning.
Pray for the various Seminary
and church relationships that are
being forged in South Africa and
further abroad. §
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A Thrill of Hope
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

The Christmas season is one
which can bring up a vast array
of emotions in different people.
For some it may be filled with
joy which accompanies many
traditions spanning matters
of food, special activities,
decorations and the like. While
for others, perhaps it is a more
solemn time of reflection on
the year that has passed and a
reminder of those who won’t
be gathered around a table of
fellowship and feasting.
Each of these feelings may be
justified in and of themselves,
however it is vitally important
that we consider the world
into which Jesus himself was
born. In doing so, may we be
again reminded of the hope
which Christ brought into the
world, hope which we too can
experience today.
At a time of political unrest
in the Ancient Near East, the
Jewish people had lost much
of what they once cherished
as a part of their religion and
worship of God. Only one of the
four walls of the temple was still
standing, and the land that we
know as Israel toda, along with
much else of the known world,
was under strong Roman rule.

The announcement of the birth
of the long-awaited promised
Messiah, would certainly
cause much upset and tension
amongst those who were
clinging to power. Even more so,
the mere notion of a Messiah
being born was indeed a foreign
concept to the Jewish mind, as
the Messiah that indeed had
been expected was one which
would show immediate power
and strength, crushing the
oppressors of the Jewish people
and leading them once again
into the freedom of being an
established and powerful nation.
An infant, born in a lowly stable,
to an unmarried couple from a
‘nobody’ town, did not exactly
fit the bill. Jesus was not the
Messiah that they would expect
as a child, nor would he be the
Messiah that they anticipated
even as he grew older and later
began to teach.
Yet indeed, Jesus was God’s
promised Messiah, not only for
the Jewish people, but for all
who were caught in bondage
(not to Roman power but indeed
to the chains of sin which leads
to death). Jesus was the perfect
Messiah, who would journey
from the manger to the cross,

rescuing all people who would
believe in Him from eternal
punishment, and granting them
eternal life.
Certainly as one beautiful
Christmas carol states: “A
thrill of hope, the weary world
rejoices for yonder breaks a new
and glorious morn.”
We have much reason to rejoice
this Christmas, as we reflect
on the great gift that is Christ
himself. In remembering who
Jesus is and all that He has done
for us, what better response
than to “fall on our knees” in
worship and adoration of Him.
May you and your family be
richly blessed this Christmas as
you spend time reflecting on the
hope of Christ.
“The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son, who came
from the Father, full of grace and
truth.” - John 1:14 §
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TheEnd!
This brings us to the end of this issue of BTC Insider. As we
have reflected on God’s faithfulness throughout this year,
we hope that you have been blessed and would consider
how He has been faithful to you as well. We celebrate
with each of our graduates and wish them well as they
seek to faithfully serve the Lord in the ministries to which
He has called them.

Let Us Know Your Thoughts
We would love to connect with you and
hear your thoughts about this issue of BTC
Insider. Feedback is always appreciated as it
allows us to make constructive changes and
encourages us to maintain our aspiration to
become a world-class African seminary.
Please send your comments, questions, ideas
and thoughts to communications@btc.co.za.

NEXT!
The next issue of BTC Insider will be released in
February. 2019 is sure to be filled with many great
developments and we look forward to sharing
these with you. Please pray for us and our new
students starting in 2019.

Contact Us
260 Oak Avenue, Randburg
011 886 0421
info@btc.co.za
@btc_sa

