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Growing Gospel Partnerships
God invites us each to join Him on His mission through the declaration of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Yet all too often have we sought to pursue this task in isolation, forgoing the 
opportunity to join with other believers and their respective organizations who seek to 
achive the similar goal of making Christ known. United in our love for God and each other, 
today more than ever we should realize the need for strategic gospel partnerships. 
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Welcome
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

Welcome to this special editon of The Insider, the official 
newsletter of the Baptist Theological College. The time for 
Amplify Southern Africa has finally arrived, and you will not 
be able to escape the strong mission-focused theme in the 
pages that follow. How privileged we are to be invited by God 
to join Him on His mission of proclaiming the gospel of Jesus 
Christ throughout the world - both in our local communities 
and even to the ends of the earth. 

Much has been happening at the College as we have been 
through a season of building alterations during the holiday 
period between semesters. Now with the commencement of 
the Second Semester, and the conclusion of the construction, 
thankfully our campus has been filled with the sounds 
of students learning and engaging in vibrant discussions, 
replacing the monotonous drilling and hammering that we 
endured during the break. 

The new semester seems to be teeming with possibility as we 
have embarked on a series of new projects (including more 
extensive video recording in our onsite studio and further 
curriculum development) as well as the establishment of a 
number of new partnerships. We look forward to sharing the 
details of these in the months that follow. 

We wish to extend a hearty congratulations to Rev. Megan 
Braithwaite, our HOD for Biblical Languages, who has 
graduated from the University of the Free State with her 
Masters in Translation Studies in July. She was also awarded 
the Dean’s prize for achieving the highest mark in the Faculty 
of Theology. We know that this outstanding academic 
achievement will be of benefit to both her department and 
students as she teaches them to richly interact with Scripture 
in its original language. 

Thank you for taking the time to read through The Insider. I 
urge you to thoughtfully consider how you could creatively 
engage with the College in partnership over the coming 
months as we seek to fulfil our mission of equipping believers 
for ministry . §
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Above Worldly Noise
BY DR. DESMOND HENRY
REGISTRAR

Amplify Southern Africa is a re-launch of our Seminary’s annual conference (previously known as 
Catalyst Conference) with a focus on mission and evangelism. The Lausanne Covenant speaks to 
this: “We affirm that Christ sends his redeemed people into the world as the father sent him, and 
that this calls for a similar deep and costly penetration of the world. We need to break out of our 
ecclesiastical ghettos and permeate non-Christian society” (Lausanne Covenant, article 6). 

It’s our heart’s desire to amplify the gospel amidst the noise of our culture in ways that lead to 
faithful demonstration and proclamation and move churches from our default of isolation and 
insulation to missional engagement. 

BTC has partnered with the Billy Graham Center at Wheaton College, who is well known for 
their legacy of mission for Christ and His kingdom, and through this strategic gospel partnership 
Amplify Southern Africa has been born. Our desire is to create a place where dialogue and 
provocation toward faithful gospel ministry among our churches within Southern Africa and 
further afield is primary and where we gather to be equipped for innovation and collaboration in 
the task God calls us to. 

In this inaugural year we are excited to see close on 250 participants gathering to this end and 
we look forward to seeing all the God does during this time. 
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Our Highest Partnership in 
the Kingdom of God
BY PROF. PIFF PEREIRA
ACTING PRINCIPAL

Philippians is a letter of joy, often exhorting the believer to rejoice in the Lord. It is worthy to note 
that the Epistle contains no direct rebuke. My present text, Ph.2:12-13, is a reminder of a personal 
doctrinal struggle on the issue of sanctification. At its core, sanctification is an act of God by which 
the believer has been separated to belong to God and to do the bidding of God. I am sure that no 
one will have a problem with that core definition of sanctification. Whatever is separated to God is 
holy.

My struggle on the issue, is whether sanctification is a process or not. Most people think it is, 
but I believe that sanctification is an event, and for all believers, it is a done deal. Sanctification, 
accordingly, for me is not a process. The process that people attach to it, I would rather call 
“transformation”. Transformation is the process of becoming like Christ (or Christ-like). Sanctification 
must translate into transformation. The word, metamorphoō (Gk.) is used four times in the New 
Testament with the idea of transformation. The two (Mk.9:2 and Mt.17:2) Gospel references are 
about the transfiguration of Christ into His glory, and the other two (Rm.12:1-2 and 2 Co.3:18) speak 
about the believer’s transformation into Christ’s glory. Sanctification is an event; God chose us for 
salvation through sanctification (2Th.2:13). The Trinitarian expression of the same act in terms of 
our salvation, is found in 1Pt.1:2, where the Holy Spirit is the sanctifier. Christ sanctifies us with his 
own blood (Heb.13:12 cf. Heb.2:17, 9:13ff; 10:10, 14). The Father sanctifies (Jn.17:17; Ac.20:32; 
Ac.26:18; Rm.15:16; 1Co.1:2; 1Co.6:11; 2Tim.2:21 and Jude 1). Sanctification is an accomplished 
fact. In a Pauline theological expression on this issue – sanctification is our indicative reality (what 
you are) and transformation (and self-consecration) is the imperative reality (what you must do). The 
former is the status conferred, and the latter is the deed to be done by the one who has that status. 
The 1Th.5:23 text is often interpreted as a process, but its next verse shows that it is God’s work. My 
present text together with Ph1:6, I believe, will help to clarify our understanding.

Philippians 2:12-13

 č “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more 
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you 
both to will and to do for His good pleasure.” (Emphasis mine).

1. Always Obey (v.12a)

The Christian life is actually a life of obedience. To become a Christian, you must obey the Gospel. 
Not all people will obey the Gospel. To grow in the knowledge of the Lord, the Christian must obey 
the Word of Truth. To demonstrate our love for the Lord, we must obey His Commandments. To see 
the world of sinners come to faith, Christians must obey the Commission of Christ. Do you not know, 
Christian that the Sovereign Lord is with you, and in you? We must do what we do as unto the Lord. 
Not to merely impress those who are over us in the Lord, but much more in their absence. We must 
always obey!
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2. Work Out (v.12b)

“… work out your salvation with fear and trembling ….” This statement is a theological battle-field. 
“Work out” is an imperative verb in the middle voice. That is why I speak of a partnership in the 
Kingdom. This text should rather be a call to Christian power and peace.

Salvation is a gift of grace. The Holy Spirit is a gift of grace. Praise God for the gift of His grace. This 
gift of salvation, we must work out. You are not to scheme how you can gain this salvation – no, it is a 
free gift! You are not to strategize how you might keep this salvation – no, just live in dependency upon 
God! Nor do you have to work out a way to complete your salvation – no, God completes our salvation 
(Eph.2:8-9).

I believe that sanctification is a part of salvation (2Th.2:13), and your sanctification is God’s will 
(1Th.4:3). The Lord Jesus (1Co.1:30) and the Holy Spirit (2Th.2:13) are the essence of our sanctification. 
When we are saved, we voluntarily receive Jesus (Jn.1:12 and 1Jn.5:11-12) and we receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, who is a seal and deposit of guarantee (Eph.1:13-14). When the Holy Spirit dwells in us, 
then Jesus and God dwells in us (Rm.8:9; Eph.2:21f). We are sanctified because we belong to God.

The imperative to work out your own salvation, is your own, not another person’s. Each one has 
to work out his/her own salvation with the appropriate attitude (fear and trembling). The working 
out is unique to you; it was prepared for you, and you were prepared for it (Eph.2:10). We have a 
responsibility to will and to do. This very idea in our present text, is that God is the doer through us.

Your salvation has deposited something in you; that God has placed there. This salvation that God has 
placed in you includes sanctification. Salvation is a “package” of eternal life, of the resurrection power, 
of the Holy Spirit’s presence, and the manifold gifts of God (cf. 2Co.4:7). Sanctification is included. This 
salvation “package” must be “unpacked”, revealing it to the brethren and to the world. Actually, this 
unpacking is God’s work. To this, we now look.

3. God’s Work (v.13)

“For it is God who works in you, both to will and to do His great pleasure”. This idea is supported 
in Philippians 1:6 “Being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus”. Our salvation is a work of God. If salvation includes 
sanctification, as I have demonstrated, then the working out of your salvation is also God’s work. 
It is God enabling you. It is God’s work; yet it is our work. The imperative is to us! God creates the 
disposition for you to work out your own salvation. God works in you so that you have the desire and 
determination (to will), and the capability and strength (to do) for the work.

My whole life is a life of dependency upon God! I operate by the power of God! I operate by the power 
of the Holy Spirit! I operate by the power of the Son of God who lives in me and gave himself for me 
(Gal.2:20).

Therefore, you cannot have your salvation shut up in you. You cannot have your salvation make no 
appearance. God must work in you, both to will and to do according to His good pleasure. If we work 
out our salvation for God’s good pleasure, then we cannot work out our salvation from a position of 
pride. No, we must work out our salvation with fear and trembling; with respect and humility; with 
awe and gratitude! You “are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance” for you to do (Eph.2:10).

What does your salvation produce? §
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1. In Partnership we 
Sharpen Each Other

“As iron sharpens iron, so one 
man sharpens another” (Prov. 
27.17). When two knives rub 
into each other, they become 
sharper and shinier. In a 
partnership, there is mutual 
benefit. No one must appear 
better than the other and 
none must feel like they are 
putting in more than they are 
giving, both benefits mutually 
in partnership.

2. In Partnership there is 
Strength

When we partner, we 
strengthen each other and 
can accomplish more than 
one could accomplish alone. 
According to Ecclesiastes 
4.9-12, we see principles 
of partnership which reveal 
the strength of being in a 
partnership: good returns 
for our labour, psycho-social 
support, intimacy, winning 
battles, and not being easily 
broken.

3. In Partnership there Must 
be Agreement

Partnerships are solidified by 
agreements. A prophet asked, 
“Can two walk together, except 
they be agreed?” (Amos 3.3, 
KJV). In to achieve anything 
together, we must agree 
first. When people go into a 
partnership, they agree on 
certain things, which are called 
‘terms of reference.’ God’s 
terms of reference with us, is 
that He will not do anything 
unless He first confers with 
His servants. Our part in the 
agreement is to obey Him to 
do through us what He desires 
to do.

The Value of Partnership
BY REV. SIBUSISO MFEKA
BTC LECTURER (YOUTH STUDIES & MISSIOLOGY)

Partnership, a word we hear about mostly in television ministries, where viewers are invited to 
partner with these ministries by giving them monthly or annual donations. The idea behind it is 
that, when the donation has been made the ministry will pray and send souvenirs of some kind to 
them as an appreciation for the partnership. In as much as this strategy works for these ministries, 
partnership in itself is more than just giving and receiving gifts. It is about entrusting to each other, 
your strengths and weakness. Let’s look briefly at a few things that partnership can accomplish and 
the value it can bring to a family, a church and an organisation. 

Partnerships have value when both parties benefit by drawing strength from each other and walk 
together in agreement with one accord.  §
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Praying for the World

Start a mission-minded movement in your church today with Praying for the World, a free weekly 
prayer guide to inspire and inform the whole church to pray for the whole world.

Through Praying for the World, our aim is to help churches around the world see the big picture of 
how God is moving in our world today, cultivate greater awareness of global missional needs and 
opportunities, and mobilize prayer and loving action.

Each of the 52 weekly prayer guides features a specific country or region and includes practical 
points for learning and praying. 

Praying for the World is available for local churches in both printable and digital formats. Add it to 
your church’s printed bulletin/materials weekly or monthly, or include the content in your church’s 
newsletter or other format online. Start any week of the year!

Access this valuable resource and learn more by visiting www.lausanne.org/pray §

What is God doing among the nations today?

What are the challenges and opportunities we face in global mission?

How can we pray in an informed way for the world?
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Amplify Conference Schedule
09:30   Conference Opening & Worship

10:00  Morning Plenary Session 

11:00  Break      

11:30  Morning Plenary Session (continued) 

12:30  Lunch

13:30  Worship

13:45  Afternoon Plenary Session

15:10  Break

15:40  Panel Discussion

16:00  Prayer for All Nations (Tues) / Prayer for Persecuted Church (Wed)

17:00  Special Session (Tues) / Networking (Wed)

17:30  Dinner

19:00  Worship

19:30  Evening Plenary Session

20:30  Closing
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Micah Fries | Tennessee, USA | 

Micah Fries is the Senior Pastor of Brainerd Baptist Church in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee. Prior to serving at Brainerd, he served at LifeWay Christian 
Resources in Nashville, and is a frequent speaker in churches and 
conferences. He has edited and authored a number of books, including a 
commentary volume on Haggai and Zephaniah in the Christ-Centered 
Commentary Series. Micah is married to Tracy with whom he has two 
daughters, Sarah Grace & Kessed Noel, and a son, Haddon.

Ternae Jordan | Tennessee, USA | 

Dr. Ternae T. Jordan, Sr., a second-generation minister, grew up in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, where he now pastors Mt. Canaan Baptist Church. 
Ternae is also involved in many community-shaping initiatives. He holds 
an honorary Doctor of Divinity from Huntington College, Indiana. His wife, 
Angela Faye Jordan, is his partner in ministry and they have three children: 
Ternae Jr., DeJuan, and JaMichael; as well as two grandchildren. 

Desmond Henry | Johannesburg | 

Dr. Desmond Henry is the Registrar and resident Missiologist at BTC. 
Desmond holds his PhD in Missiology from the University of Pretoria. He has 
been actively involved in ministry within local churches both in South Africa 
and Botswana for many years. Desmond is married to Lara and together they 
are parents to three daughters, Gabriella and twins Annabella and Olivia. 

Tyrell Haag | Johannesburg |

Rev. Tyrell Haag is the pastor of Heritage Baptist Church in the North 
of Johannesburg. A graduate of BTC, Tyrell is currently working on his 
Masters of Theology with a focus on Systematic Theology. He hosts a 
weekly radio show on Radio Pulpit. Tyrell is married to Ainsely; they are 
parents to two children. 

Sipho Zondi| Cape Town | 

Rev. Sipho Zondi is the pastor of Langa Baptist Church which is situated 
in the Northern Suburbs of Cape Town. Sipho is currently completing his 
second PhD through the North-West University. He is married to Ninih with 
whom he has four daughters. 
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More than Just a Charity Store
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

The College is blessed to have 
Hidden Treasure, a ministry of the 
Baptist Women’s Department as 
a faithful partner. For more than 
a decade, the Hidden Treasure 
Randburg store has supported 
BTC on a monthly basis through 

the generous donation of the 
vast majority of the store’s profit. 
These funds are regularly set 
aside for student bursaries and 
College maintenance projects. 
Founded by May Shenton and 
now run by the ever cheerful 

Aquline Mundwa (a BTC Masters 
graduate), the store seeks to offer 
affordable second hand goods to 
the local community, while at the 
same time taking the opportunity 
to minister to those who pass 
through the shop doors. 

Students are encouraged to 
volunteer at the store throughout 
the year, and friends of the 
College are invited to support the 
efforts of this store by donating 
household items, furniture, books, 
magazines, clothing and the like 
that they no longer need for resale 
within the store. Seasonal items 
particularly are always top sellers 
and donations of these too would 
be most welcome. 

Donations may be dropped off at 
the College, or collection may be 
arranged for larger donations by 
sending an email to info@btc.co.za

The Randburg store is situated at 
Shop 35, Centre Point Shopping 
Centre, Pretoria Ave, Ferndale. §

Page 10 



BTC prides itself in being so much more than 
just a theological college; we are a home for 
students from all walks of life. Apart from the 
new friends and support you will gain as a 
student of BTC, our entire curriculum engages 
classical theological subjects, work on practical 
and ministry competency and spiritual and 
personal maturity. BTC has set the highest 
standard for its teaching staff, with almost 
all our academics having obtained a Masters 
or PhD. Each of the qualifications that we 
offer are accredited by the Council on Higher 
Education and our studies are recognized 
internationally. We offer holistic and integrated 
conservative evangelical theological education 
and are denominationally based within the 
Baptist Union of Southern Africa whilst being 
interdenominationally connected.

We see ourselves as a Great Commission 
Seminary for the Global South and it is our 
desire to become a world-class African 
Seminary that provides exceptional training 
within our various qualification offerings. One 
of our greatest strengths is that we exist for the 
local church and see our equipping ministry as 
complementing the local church in many ways. 

The College is truly the seedbed for local church 
ministry and local church ministry is the nursery 
for Kingdom advancement.

We are committed to thriving strategic 
partnerships and as such we are privileged 
to have 13 learning communities throughout 
Southern Africa who assist our students in 
distance learning to succeed in every way. 
These partnerships include local churches, 
mission organizations and training institutes 
who desire similar outcomes and complement 
what we do. We are able, through these 
developments, to provide additional discounts 
to assist students in achieving their desired 
qualification within their chosen framework. 
These dynamic partnerships show that we 
are Kingdom-minded and enjoy broader 
collaboration among evangelicals.

Are you interested in learning more about 
learning communities and partnership with us? 
Why not email Dr Desmond Henry to open up 
communication around the many ways BTC can 
assist you and those within your local church 
context to be more fully equipped for the work 
of ministry within our cultural moment. §

Putting Partnership into 
Practice
BY DR DESMOND HENRY
REGISTRAR
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Investing in Church-College 
Partnerships
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

Theological education by its very nature is holistic, 
requiring the formation of various facets of a 
student’s life. This means that preparation for 
ministry cannot happen in isolation within an 
academic College environment alone. The College 
exists to aid the ministry of local churches through 
the provision of training for those who stand 
at the coalface of ministry. So it could then be 
said that churches need the College, but indeed 
it is also very true that the College needs local 
churches. Local churches are key to providing 
the College with students for training, while 
also playing a key role in the student’s spiritual 
formation and exposure to ministry which builds 
practical competency throughout the time of 
the student’s studies. The only way that we can 
effectively prepare people for ministry is through 
strategic partnership. 

To this end, we wish to invite you and your 
church to invest in a church-College partnership. 
This investment may come in a variety of forms, 
including: a regular and ongoing commitment 
to praying for the College, its staff, faculty and 
students; financial support toward student 
bursaries and capacity development; providing 
ministry opportunity and mentorship for students 
studying at the College; and through the active 
promotion of the College and encouraging 
those who express ministry potential to pursue 
theological studies at BTC. 

We look toward the future with great expectation 
that God will work in and through both new and 
existing church-College partnerships that seek to 
bring glory and honour to His name. §
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Our Partner Churches
• Beacon Bay Baptist 

Church

• Berlin Baptist Church

• First City Baptist Church

• Stirling Bacptist Church

• Nompendulo Baptist 
Church

• Trinity Baptist Church 
(PE)

• Uitenage Baptist Church

• Victoria Park Baptist 
Church

• Stillbaai Baptist Church

• Glenwood (Bulwer Road) 
Baptist Church

• Dundee Baptist Church

• Hilton Baptist Church

• Kloof Baptist Church

• Ladysmith Baptist Church

• Margate Baptist Church

• Pietermaritzburg Baptist 
Church

• Pinetown Baptist Church

• Scottsville Baptist Church

• Benoni Baptist Church

• Berea (Hillbrow) Baptist 
Church

• Bethany Baptist Church

• Brackendowns Baptist 
Church

• Edenvale Baptist Church

• Florida Baptist Church

• Grace Baptist Church 
(Kempton Park)

• Honeyridge Baptist 
Church

• Horison Baptist Church

• Lyndhurst Baptist Church

• Central Baptist Church 
(Pretoria)

• Randburg Baptist Church

• Ridgecrest Family Church

• Riverside Community 
Church

• Rosettenville Baptist 
Church

• Rustenburg Baptist 
Church

• Secunda Baptist Church

• Southdale Baptist Church

• Troyeville Baptist Church

• Waterkloof Baptist 
Church

• Wilro Park Baptist Church

• Meadowridge Baptist 
Church

• Real Vision Baptist 
Church

Would You Partner With Us? 

We invite any church interested in partnering with us to contact Michael du Toit (michael@btc.
co.za) to receive more information. Partner churches that make a monthly financial commitment 
to the College benefit from special discounted rates for students who choose to study at the 
College and who are members of those churches. 
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Missiological Training 
for the Kingdom
BY DR. DESMOND HENRY
HOD: MISSIOLOGY

mantras of ministry in Britain and Hamburg, 
Germany respectively, which fed into this 
missional DNA of Baptists in South Africa. 
We’re pleased to say that this important value 
is entrenched in BTC and we are privileged 
to participate in God’s mission and prepare 
others to do the same.

The mission of BTC is to equip believers for 
ministry globally and we’re going to do that 
with a heart for God’s mission and the local 
church.  

BTC is a Great Commission Seminary for the 
Global South and plays an important role in 
the preparation of ministers, missionaries 
and Christian leaders in Southern Africa. 
BTC will be celebrating 70 years of training 
in 2021 and is a part of the Baptist Union 
which celebrates 200 years of witness in 
South Africa in 2020. An important aspect 
of Baptist witness can be tied to Carl Hugo 
Gutsche—among others—who promoted 
the idea that every Believer is a missionary. 
This correlated with both CH Spurgeon and 
Johann Gerhard Oncken who develop similar 
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Apologetics and Evangelism

C. S. Lewis has said: “Christianity, if false, is of no importance, and if true, of infinite 
importance. The only thing it cannot be is moderately important”. A pivotal focus area of 
BTC’s Curriculum is the important subject of apologetics and evangelism as is reflected 
in the Missiology and Pastoral majors in our Bachelor of Biblical Studies and Bachelor of 
Theology qualifications particularly. 1 Peter 3:15 reminds us: “But in your hearts revere 
Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”. Are you 
prepared to give an (adequate) answer to those who ask?

Considering Global Trends

Facts are our friends! Our world is bombarded 
by all kinds of fake news propaganda and bad 
news that emanates from the broken world 
we live it, yet as Christians, we are called to 
be people of good news. BTC seeks to equip 
believers for ministry in ways that are rooted in 
the Word of God and contextual. We need to be 
known as people of substance, grounded in the 
transformational truth of God’s Word, and those 
who are able to engage real issues in our world.

Why Study Missiology? 

Missiology is not for the 
elite practitioner, or only for 
missionaries going to a foreign 
field; missiological training will be 
beneficial to anyone with a love 
for God’s Word and God’s world. 
CH Spurgeon has been quoted 
saying: “Every Christian is either a 
missionary or an imposter”. In many 
ways, this reflects our heart in that 
our missiological training is for the 
Church and for the Kingdom.  §
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Paul’s Multilateral Partnership 
Plan
BY DR. DESMOND HENRY
REGISTRAR

For too long, Africa has been seen as the ‘dark 
continent’, where the light of the Gospel shines 
dimly. As believers, we need to celebrate the 
reality that the gospel is spreading globally and 
multitudes in Africa (and many other places in the 
Global South) are committing their lives to Christ 
on a daily basis. Yet, there remains so much work 
to be done that requires believers to join hands 
and partner to engage meaningfully and multiply 
continually in ways similar to that described by 
Paul throughout his letters.

The Apostle Paul is a good example of someone 
who partnered with others for the sake of the 
gospel, and through relational connections, 
accomplished the mission Christ gave him to fulfil. 
This article will present four Pauline principles 
related to successful ministry partnership based 
on Romans 15 and 16. In fact, some of what I’m 
sharing below emanates from my own ministry 
verse that God laid on my heart some 15 years 
ago when I committed myself to full-time ministry. 
Paul states, in Romans 15:20, what I believe is 
an important contribution to this year’s focus at 
the Amplify conference. “My aim is to preach the 
gospel where Christ has not been named, so that I 
will not build on someone else’s foundation,  but, 
as it is written, those who were not told about 
him will see, and those who have not heard will 
understand”. I have been thankful for this verse 
many times in my ministry. Paul, in this passage, 
defines his ministry lane and exposes important 
truths that must be applied for the effective 
(yet simple) spreading of the gospel and for the 
multiplication of gospel relationships that lead 
to deeper cultural and societal permeation. Join 
me, in Part One, as we explore these multilateral 
ministry partnerships as described in Romans 15 
and 16 respectively. Congruent with the biblical 
discipleship imperative, in Part Two, we will 

explore a missional partnership matrix and on how 
to move believers toward becoming multipliers 
in ministry, and not just consumers of religious 
goods and services.

The Apostle Paul truly believed that the way 
Jesus modelled his ministry was the best way to 
function in spreading the gospel in a globalised 
Roman Empire. Paul’s passion for the gospel, love 
for the gentiles and ability to set in place systems 
led to the multiplication of opportunities for 
believers to partner for the sake of the gospel. His 
letters bear testimony to Paul’s commitment to 
movemental Christianity in the long haul; trusting 
God to use believers to accomplish this end. 
Using Romans 15 and 16 as a catalyst I have listed 
four important principles below that are derived 
from Paul’s ministry. These form an important 
foundation for a ministry of multiplication. 

1. Leadership Versatility

Throughout the New Testament, we read about 
Paul connecting with numerous people in 
establishing the gospel in the Roman Empire. Paul 
multiplied his personal ministry vision to the army 
of committed believers and harnessed their skills, 
gifts and abilities for the Kingdom good. Romans 
15 (written on Paul’s third missionary journey 
c.a. AD 57) links beautifully with Ephesians 4 
(written c.a. AD 60 from Rome while imprisoned) 
where Paul describes in verse 11 what has 
become known as ‘APEST’. These roles describe 
the versatility and diversity required of leaders 
and the need for multiple inputs without relying 
on one leader for all these qualities.  In Romans 
15: 14-21, Paul describes his own leadership and 
ministry lane in relation to the missio Dei, while 
in Ephesians 4: 11-17, Paul legitimises the gift 
of Christ’s diverse body for the united task of 
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2. Team Dependency

The monopoly of ministry by the clergy will not 
rightly serve the mission of God; the mission of 
God embraces all of God’s people, utilises their full 
gifting in Christ and moves them to places in the 
world where their gifting and the greatest need 
exist. The danger of church redundancy will only 
grow in a church culture that fosters the mentality 
that ministry is for paid professionals and a select 
few. Paul continually testifies to a better way. 
Throughout the New Testament, Paul mentioned 
some 150 names of men and women who formed 
part of his greater team. In Romans 16  alone 
Paul mentions many individuals and families who 
were a blessing to Him and a help in spreading the 
Gospel. Paul’s multiplication mindset ensured that 
he lived out what he asked of Timothy in 2 Tim 
2:2. Mission beds to a multiplication of ministry 
for believers, not a monopoly of opportunity for a 
few.

3. Spirit-Filled Directionality

There is no doubt in my mind that the Apostle 
Paul depended on God’s divine leading for his 
ministry endeavours as he attributes every 
success to the grace of God and to God’s rich 
providence. Paul proclaims in Romans 15:22-23a: 
“That is why I have been prevented many times 
from coming to you. But now I no longer have any 
work to do in these regions…”. Paul had goals and 
desires, like many of us do, plans to travel to a 
specific place, or visit with our friends in ministry 
across the world. There’s nothing inherently 
wrong with these desires and plans if they are 
rooted in our leadership lane and if we complete 
the task God has set for us to do. Paul writes 
about this principles earlier in Romans 12:2 where 
he states: “Do not be conformed to this age but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so 
that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, 
and perfect will of God”. This often-quoted text 
precedes a section on spiritual gifts and serves as 
a helpful reminder that in our ministry a renewal 
of the mind will lead to a discerning heart. The 
many options, paths and desires that exist in our 

hearts must always be subject to God’s desire 
for glory and fame. May I finish well and honour 
God and not set aside all he has in store, even the 
difficult aspects.

4. Strategic Ministry Nexus

Paul’s ministry, his goals and objectives are not 
our own as they were directed by God the Father 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, to bring about a 
knowledge of Jesus and a repentant heart. Yet 
one thing stands out to me in Paul’s ministry is 
that he lived up to his calling and kept it simple 
by staying the course and doing what God had 
instructed of him in simply proclaiming the gospel 
where Christ was not known. If we are honest, 
much of our ministry is limited to the boundary of 
our comfort zone. I am heartbroken by the many 
opportunities to have passed me because I have 
been too focused on other things, too tired from 
ministry within the church and too busy with tasks 
and duties that have landed on my lap. The truth 
is that we always find time for what’s important to 
us, and Paul teaches us as leaders that what needs 
to be central to our lives is the reality that there 
are places where Christ is not known. Like Paul, 
we need to consider the strategic importance of 
ministry in areas and among people where Christ 
is not known and centre our efforts and resources 
around reaching out and pioneering work for 
Christ and His Kingdom. 

How did Paul accomplish all he did in ministry and 
manage to finish strong? Paul saw himself as one 
of God’s servants, not as God’s gift to mankind. 
Paul served alongside others and championed 
the cause of many believes as they grew toward 
maturity in Christ, John Mark is such an example 
for us. As we have seen demonstrated above, 
the Apostle Paul was led by the Holy Spirit and 
sought to keep the main thing central to his 
life and ministry. We can learn much from Paul 
about ministry and mission, but one thing is for 
sure; Paul did not do it alone, he was intentional 
in cultivating ministry relationships for gospel 
multiplication for the glory of God and the good 
of the Church. §
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ABTEN: Partnership in 
Theological Education
BY DR. DESMOND HENRY
REGISTRAR

In July 2019 I was privileged to participate in 
the launch of ABTEN (Africa Baptist Theological 
Education Network) in Nairobi, Kenya. ABTEN 
is a coalition of Baptist seminaries who partner 
together on the African continent and is the 
first of its kind around the world. The goal is to 
mutually encourage one another, mobilize more 
labourers into the harvest and lead the African 
church to experience a theological revival through 
baptistic ministry and mission.

 We had close on 120 participants from 25 
countries and close on 45 institutions present at 
the launch. During the conference delegates were 
able to hear papers presented and engage with 
academics from all over the continent of Africa. 
Additionally, through panel discussions and Q & 
A, we were able to engage on important aspects 
of what it takes, in our age, to equip believers 
for ministry in our various contexts. One of my 
highlights was a resource fair where we were 

able to network and learn about the available 
resources that can aid our institutional mission 
objectives. This was particularly helpful, and I was 
able to procure close on 25 books with a unique 
focus on African scholarship for our College 
library. In addition to this, we have found contacts 
to assist us in the final stages of development for 
our online library and research databases other 
than J-store and Ebsco-Host that we already have 
in place.

I am deeply encouraged by what the Lord is 
doing in our Baptist movement throughout 
Africa and the many ways we are dialoguing 
and collaborating now with a broader Kingdom 
mindset. BTC, along with colleagues from CTBS 
were able to sign the founding documents for a 
network that we believe will help shape the future 
of theological education among Baptists and 
beyond throughout Africa. §
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Thanking Our Amplify 
Partners
We wish to thank our ministry partners who have helped make Amplify Southern Africa 2019 
possible:
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TheEnd!
This brings us to the end of this issue of BTC Insider. We 
truly believe that as we seek to call the church’s attention 
to the value of strategic gospel partnerships, we will again 
see believers standing together with one unified voice 
proclaiming the truth of the gospel of Christ across our 
country, the African continent, and indeed the whole 
world - to the glory of God.

NEXT!
The next issue of BTC Insider will be released in 
October 2019. We are excited to see all that God 
will do in and through the College as we remain 
committed to the task of equipping believers for 
ministry globally.

Partner With Us

Through your generous donations of any size, 
we are able to further extend our mission of 
equipping believers for ministry. Would you 
consider supporting us today? Should you 
wish to speak to someone regarding how 
best you can partner with BTC, please feel 
free to contact Dr Desmond Henry via email 
on des@btc.co.za. 

Banking Details

The Baptist Theological College                                                  
Standard Bank                                                                 
Account Number: 220097380                 
Branch Code: 018005

Contact Us

260 Oak Avenue, Randburg

011 886 0421

info@btc.co.za

@btc_sa


