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Not Just Surviving – Thriving!
In one of the most unusual years that the world has faced in recent decades, we have all 
been stretched to accept what many are calling the ‘new normal’. In many ways we have 
adapted and embraced the changes that have emerged during this season, meaning that 
we are not just surviving and staying alive, we are thriving and working with every effort to 
fulfill our God-given mission of theological education.
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Welcome
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
REGISTRAR

Welcome to this special Graduation edition of our College 
newsletter! 2020 was certainly a year that no one could have 
expected or planned. The reality of the COVID-19 pandemic 
has been felt by all of us and we have been forced to adjust in 
many different ways. As I think back over the past year, I am 
very aware of just how incredibly faithful our God is – He has 
certainly carried us through every challenge and trial that has 
been faced within the College. 

I am also so encouraged to see just how far our staff and 
faculty members were willing to go to ensure that we were 
able to complete this academic year smoothly. Teaching and 
learning carried on throughout the year as planned, with the 
first semester ending only one week later than planned, and 
the second semester having no delay to its ending. 

Our students have also had an opportunity to shine amidst 
the storm of the pandemic. They have proven their resilience, 
commitment and determination to push through every 
challenge thrown their way, finding creative solutions to 
problems that would not have otherwise been thought of. 

Their perseverence is most clearly seen in the culmination 
of this academic year with the celebration of our graduating 
students: 24 students graduating with their Higher 
Certificates, 4 with the Diploma of Theology, 15 with the 
Bachelor of Biblical Studies and 13 with the prestigious 
Bachelor of Theology degree. In addition to these, we have 
4 students who have completed their Master of Theology 
degrees. A massive congratulations to our graduating 
students – the class of 2020. May the Lord richly bless you 
and use you for the sake of His kingdom and glory.

We are also pleased to celebrate the academic achievements 
of our faculty and Board members who have graduated with 
qualifications: Rev. Gavin Wood (MTh from SATS), Dr. Darryl 
Soal (PhD from NWU) and Dr. Henrik van Deventer (PhD 
from UFS). Congratulations to each of you; thank you for your 
investment in the life of the College and our students.

I am excited for you to engage with everything contained in 
this special edition. We hope that this issue of The Insider will 
be both an encouragement and a blessing to you. §
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This year the Management of 
the College have taken time to 
reflect on and make adjustments 
to BTC’s mission statement. 

We have journeyed together 
with the Faculty to explore 
the different components 
of it, drawing out the values 
contained in the words above 
and considering what each 
of these mean practically as 
we seek to embody what we 
stand for. We look forward 
to exploring this further in 
the coming year as we fully 
implement the following five key 
aspects drawn from it: 

• Ministry Orientation

• Integrity

• Holistic Theological 
Education

• Evangelical

• Contextually Relevant

To further explain each of 
these aspects we have invited 
different faculty members to 
reflect on these in various pieces 
in this issue of The Insider. I 
invite you to read these pieces 
with particular interest so that 

you may join us in adopting this 
mission statement and engaging 
with us as we journey from 
mission into action. 

We are grateful to have made 
much progress already in each 
of these areas, but are excited at 
the prospects and potential that 
each of them hold as they are 
more fully realised within our 
institution. 

May God continue to guide us 
as we seek to equip believers for 
ministry – for His glory. 

Refocusing Our Mission
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
REGISTRAR

The mission of the Baptist Theological College of Southern Africa is to prepare believers for 
ministry with integrity by the provision of holistic theological education that is evangelical 
and contextually relevant through contact and distance learning – in Southern Africa and 
beyond.
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When the idea of lockdown came as a 
consideration to write a devotional thought, the 
story about Elisha told in 2 Kings 6:24 - 7:20 came 
to mind. The Elijah/Elisha cycle of stories appeal 
to me in so many ways, particularly as messages 
of counterculture. Both prophets of Yahweh were 
countercultural figures in their context. This is 
much what we are called to be in our present 
culture.

The story about Samaria, the capital of the 
Northern Kingdom, is about a siege. The 
Samaritans experienced lockdown. They had level 
five lockdown, not for the threat of a COVID-19 
attack, but for the threat of the Aramean army 
that surrounded their city. The gates were closed, 
and no one could exit or enter. The siege had 
serious consequences on the economy and on 
the livelihood of its citizens. There was dire food 
shortage in the city. Food prices skyrocketed. 
People ate donkey meat, and a donkey’s head 
fetched top dollar. The poor people ate dove’s 
dung at a cost one-twentieth of the donkey’s head 
price. 

When two women, who made an agreement to 
eat their children, found that the second one 
was unwilling to surrender her child, the first 
woman laid a complaint with the king. Disgusted 
by the agreement, he immediately blamed God 
and His prophet, Elisha. The king gave command 
for the prophet to be killed. The man of God had 
anticipated such a move by the top politician. God 
gave him a word that abundance was to come 
shortly. The king’s messenger and right-hand 
man was sceptical about any divine intervention 
and dismissed the possibility of a miracle. God 
excluded the unbelieving man from participating 
in the promise. Unbelief will never frustrate God’s 
will, and by His providence He will make things 
work His plan.

The providence of God prepared that four lepers 
be found outside the locked city gate. Their 

outcast status had them exposed to the army of 
the Arameans. Having considered all their options, 
the four decided to surrender to the Arameans, 
who might show mercy if they had any mercy at 
all.  At dusk, the four walked over to the Aramean 
camp. In God’s providence these four outcasts, 
in need of mercy, were going to be the bearers 
of the Gospel (good news) of abundance. But 
they did not know it. At dusk Yahweh caused the 
Arameans to hear the approach of a great army 
coming with overwhelming noise. The Arameans 
abandoned everything and ran from this 
approaching and overwhelming war machine that 
God put in their imagination. They even thought 
themselves able to outrun horses, for they left 
their own horses and fled on foot. It reminded 
me of Jeremiah 12:5, “If you have raced with men 
on foot, and they have wearied you, how will you 
compete with horses?” 

Nothing could compete with the plan of God’s 
promise through the mouth of Elisha. The 
Aramean camp was without a man, but their tents 
were full of food, drink, gold, silver, and clothes. 
For a short time, the four outcasts indulged in 
the plenty, until they aligned themselves with the 
will of God for their lives. Their gift of evangelism 
prompted them to bring the good news to the 
royal palace that very night. 

The king’s scepticism persisted. He thought that 
the Arameans were hiding somewhere and would 
appear when the city gates were opened. He 
selected horsemen and chariots to investigate, 
but they found the that the whole road to the 
Jordan was strewn with clothing and equipment 
of the Arameans. All the citizens of Samaria went 
out and plundered the Aramean camp. There 
was abundance as the Lord had promised, and 
food was cheap again. God’s intervention was 
redemptive yet again. The unbelieving king’s right-
hand man saw the floodgates of heaven open, but 
he was excluded when he was trampled to death 
by the throng.

Lockdown Lifted
BY PROF PIFF PEREIRA
PRINCIPAL
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The story reminds us that tough times often 
come our way. Lockdown and scarcity may 
become a reality, as we have seen with COVID-19 
upon us. But a word from the living God can lift 
lockdown and change everything. Let our ears 
be attentive for that word. The promise of God 
often comes during the darkest of times. Let us 
look for that promise to realize. Only, believe in 
God and his promises. Unbelief can cause us to 
see the blessings without having the privilege of 
participating in it. Lord, please help us to be part 
of Your agenda. 

Let faith avail us and let not unbelief exclude 
us. Let us become workmen, unashamed and 
rightly dividing Your Word of truth. We are God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do 
(Eph.2:10). The promise came through a prophet, 
and its fulfilment came through the four outcasts 
who were open to mercy. The four were beggars 
who told other beggars where to find bread. Even 
in this season, let us tell of Jesus, the bread of 
[abundant] life (Jn.6:35). 

Ministerial Training in Africa
BY SAGOEMA MAREDI
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME ADMINISTRATOR

From the years 2018 to 
2020, BTC participated in, 
and was host to a research 
study project funded by the 
Nagel Institute, based in the 
United States of America. 
The project investigated 
the contextual relevancy of 
curricular in three different 
theological seminaries in 
the continent of Africa. 
Among us were two other 
institutions from Ghana and 
Zambia. 

As a result, BTC drove its 
already ongoing process 
of revising its curriculum 
which started back in 2016. 
The project engaged all 
parties involved – students, 
stakeholders (church 
leaders), as well as faculty 
and management. What 
came out of this engagement 
was a need for developing 
a contextually relevant 
theology not only for our 
students but the community 
at large. As a result, 2020 

saw us launching three 
new courses in the four 
year Bachelor of Theology 
programme: ‘African 
Realities’ – doing theology 
in and for Africa(ns); ‘History 
of African Christianity’ 
– tracing and identifying 
key movements which 
influenced Christianity 
in Africa; as well as 
‘Contemporary Theology and 
Worldviews’ – which looks 
at theological trends over 
and beyond Christianity. 

The project was a true 
reflection of BTC’s ethos 
– as per the last phrase 
of our mission statement 
affirms that BTC provides 
a “…holistic theological 
education that is Evangelical 
and contextually relevant…” 
The project concluded 
with a two-day ‘Integrative 
Theological Education 
in Africa’ conference in 
February  where all the 
three institutions, local 

neighbouring theological 
institutions, state 
universities, as well as 
delegates from the Nagel 
Institute gathered to wrap 
up the findings as well as 
look at the question of 
an integrative theological 
education. For this we 
extended gratitude to 
Professor Marilyn Naidoo 
for her interest in BTC’s 
curriculum offering.
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A Word from the BTC Board
BY REV. GAVIN WOOD
CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF DIRECTORS

I still remember the day when the Lord 
confirmed His will to me that I should study 
at BTC.  I have always been grateful for His 
guidance in that regard.  Praise the Lord that, 
over the years, BTC continues to serve the 
Lord through equipping believers for ministry 
globally.

I think it is safe to say that, over all the years 
that BTC has continued to fulfil its mandate, 
there has never been a year like 2020!

On behalf of the Board I would like to 
express our thanks, and congratulations, 
to our Principal, Registrar, academic and 
administrative staff for an excellent job in the 
most unique and challenging circumstances.

Our students have also done extremely well 
adapting to the government restrictions 
that were instituted due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Thank you, everyone.

The Role of the Board at BTC is to guide 
and enable the College to thrive in all that 
it does concerning tertiary, biblically based 
theological education.  We also have the final 
responsibility to ensure that BTC is financially 
sound and continues to operate as a ‘going 
concern’.  Many people apply themselves, 
extremely diligently, to ensure that this is 
never in doubt. 

We are sincerely grateful for every person 
that gives of themselves to BTC.  This is done 
in a number of sacrificial ways, including 
financially, so that the great work of our 
wonderful College can continue to train, 
equip, empower and mobilise the saints for 
works of service.

To God be the glory!
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Holistic Theological Education
BY REV MEGAN BRAITHWAITE
HOD: BIBLICAL LANGUAGES

One of the pillars on which BTC stands is 
providing holistic theological education. In other 
words, BTC understands that the individual is 
not made up of separate independent parts (the 
mind, the emotion, the physical, the spiritual, 
the social aspects of being). Rather, all these 
are fundamentally integrated; and therefore, 
preparing believers for ministry requires there 
to be ample opportunity to prepare them as 
holistically as possible.

This is an important concept that is shown to 
be true in Scripture. In fact, the Hebrew word 
Shalom (which is often translated as “peace”) more 
correctly has this meaning of “completeness” or 
“wholeness”. And we see a constant message 
throughout Scripture of God’s commitment to 
restoring this sense of wholeness. Jeremiah 29:11 
shows this commitment clearly. “For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares YHWH, plans for 
shalom and not for evil, to give you a future and 
a hope.” In other words, God’s plans are always 
with the intention of making us more whole. He 
does not just either restore the soul (Ps 23:3; Isa 
61:1) or renew the mind (Rom 12:2) or heal the 
body (Ps 103:3) or repair broken relationship with 

himself and others (Rom 5:1-2) or transform the 
heart (Ezek 36:26). But rather, the Spirit comes 
to accomplish all these things and more in order 
to bring greater wholeness – to the end that we 
become more of what we were always intended to 
be – the holy image of our Creator.

But this concept of an holistic approach to life and 
ministry is possibly best captured in the Sh’ma 
– the prayer of Deuteronomy 6:4-7a: “Hear, O 
Israel, YHWH our God, YHWH is one. You shall 
love YHWH your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your might. And these 
words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. You shall teach them diligently…”

The phrase “with all your might” bears mention. It 
is a difficult phrase to capture in English because 
the Hebrew does not imply strength or power, 
but rather literally means “with all your muchness” 
or “with all your very” – a strange phrase, even 
in Hebrew. The implication is that we are to love 
God, not just emotionally or intellectually or even 
spiritually, but rather holistically, with everything 
and every aspect of who we are. May this truly be 
our constant prayer.

One of our highlights of 2020 was participating in the 
Jerusalema challenge. Students, faculty and staff all joined 
in and had a great time. Even amidst the pandemic we were 
reminded that this world is not our final home and we place 
our hope in the establishment of God’s Kingdom and the new 
Jerusalem. 

The video can be found on our Facebook page. 
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Ministry Under Lockdown
BY DR TERREL MANIKAM
HOD: PASTORAL STUDIES

Africa in general, and South Africa in particular, have presented pastoral ministry on the continent with 
many challenges over the last few decades preCOVID-19. We have experienced challenges like HIV/
AIDS, TB, etc. with the local church rallying together to bring much needed ministry to those in distress. 
However, COVID-19 has been a different experience with unique challenges. It has affected all and 
restricted us to our homes. Currently, there are limited restrictions under level 1 of lockdown. All this 
resulted in a pastoral ministry suddenly having to improvise around government-induced regulations. We 
had to learn quickly how to navigate to meet both the spiritual and felt-needs of our people. 

Even though COVID-19 is a new phenomenon, “lockdown” is not. The ministry leaders in Israel faced a 
similar situation and wondered how ministry could be done as illustrated in the poem of Psalm 137 (cf. 
Jer. 25-33). The text in vv.1-4 focusses on the past, vv. 5-6 on the present, and vv.7-9 on the future. This 
observation from the perspective of time, enables the modern exegete to gauge ourselves as we seek to 
understand and apply biblical truth whilst navigating under lockdown. 

1. The Past: Captivity of the People (137:1-4)

 č “By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.”
In the year 586 BC, the Southern Kingdom was taken into captivity by the Babylonians due to their 
sin. The captivity lasted 70 years. Sometime in those 70 years, or immediately thereafter, this Psalm 
was written. The Psalmist positions the people of God “by the rivers of Babylon.” The phrase “we 
sat” probably refers to their new dwelling. This was accompanied by an emotional response: “and 
wept”, referring to their lamenting and deep grief. Their grief emanated from remembering Zion which 
represented everything that was considered normal – i.e. the worship of Yahweh, being Yahweh’s 
community of people, and living in the land Yahweh had given them as an inheritance. The Psalmist 
captures the setting under lockdown in Babylon and moves on to describe their initial cry in distress.  

The Psalmist writes, “There on the poplars (or weeping willows), we hung our harps, for there our captors 
asked us for songs, our tormentors demanded songs of joy; they said, ‘Sing us (one) of or from the songs 
of Zion!”’ The hanging up of the harps on the weeping willows symbolically illustrates the depth of 
distress that the people of God encountered. One commentator responds to the tormenting request of 
the Babylonians in the following words: “To rob a people of their treasures, drag them from their homes, 
burn their houses and cities, devastate their fields, desecrate their temples, and then call upon them to 
be joyful is as cruel as it is absurd.” 

The response of the Psalmist is: “How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land?” This 
initial response reveals the utter despair as the destruction of the temple (and Jerusalem) is recollected. 
Firstly, it demonstrates that they could not function outside the norms of temple-worship. Secondly, 
Yahweh was wrongly confined to the temple, and hence the ministry of the Levites was also confined to 
the temple. Finally, this led to the Levitical office being abandoned for an unspecified amount of time. 
This meant that the much-needed ministry that God’s community of people in exile needed was non-
existent. The Psalmist was faced with this challenge of providing leadership and ministry to God’s people 
– whilst experiencing the same threats as those they were called to minister to. The Levites, in their 
process of lamenting, abandoned their post – which is a purely human response to crisis. However, they 
progressed from this stage.  
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2. The Present: Challenges for Ministers (137:5-6)

The Psalmist writes, “If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill. May my tongue 
cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy.” 
Being away from that which will be considered “normal” ministry, the Psalmist came to a realization of 
contextualizing ministry - with Jerusalem being the point of reference for the “highest joy.” 

“Jerusalem” may provide some theological lessons that need to be internalized. In Jerusalem, Yahweh 
met with His people and was worshipped. Jerusalem was not to be forgotten – even while under 
lockdown in Babylon. Why? Yahweh’s character (celebrated in song) remains true – whether in 
Jerusalem or Babylon. Yahweh’s sovereignty does not change – whether in Jerusalem or in Babylon. 
Yahweh remains God in Jerusalem and in Babylon. Yahweh’s power is not limited to Jerusalem only; His 
power extends even into Babylon. Yahweh’s Goodness expressed in His faithfulness is not limited to 
times of prosperity alone; Yahweh remains good to His people even when in Babylon under lockdown. 
Right here emerges a theological lesson that is to be practically applied: under lockdown in Babylon 
represents the sphere where faith in Yahweh is tested during crises. 

With the onset of COVID-19 and the other crises that emerge from it (e.g. sickness, financial woes, 
retrenchment, a downward spiralling economy, etc.), ministers are called to lead the people that 
Yahweh has entrusted to them. If ministry posts have been abandoned due to the setting (as with the 
Levites), Christian leaders are called to make “Jerusalem” our highest joy. The preceding statement 
positions the eschatological nature that Christian ministers should embody. It presents a goal-post or 
destination in the eschatological image of the New Jerusalem; which temporal life in Babylon should 
embody as a corrective for abandoned ministry. 

3. The Future: Comfort for God’s People (137:7-9)

The Psalmist ends with: “Remember, Lord, what the Edomites did on the day Jerusalem fell. ‘Tear it 
down,’ they cried, ‘tear it down to its foundations!’ Daughter Babylon, doomed to destruction, happy 
is the one who repays you according to what you have done to us. Happy is the one who seizes your 
infants and dashes them against the rocks.” 

This is a request for divine retribution. Some see this as a prediction of the fall of the descendants of 
Esau (the Edomites) and the Babylonians. The Edomites represent those who glory in the suffering of 
others; whilst the Babylonians are those who cause the suffering of others. The comforting message 
here is an eschatological one: both will be judged – by Yahweh. And Yahweh did judge these nations. 
Yahweh is sovereign over all things. 

The Book of Revelation positions the New Jerusalem as God’s eternal abode with His people (Rev 21). 
Just prior to this positive description, Babylon, with all that she had gloried in, will be judged by God, 
never to rise again (Rev 17:1-19:10). In this Gospel, we see God’s ultimate salvation materialize. It is 
imperative that the ministers of Christ remember the eschatological hope. We are to live and serve – 
even under lockdown, with the destination of God’s presence as the ultimate goal.

At BTC, we are so reminded of our call to equip believers for ministry. Abandoning our calling to 
provide conservative evangelical training for Christ’s Church is not an option. By God’s grace and in His 
power, we will proceed till our Lord Jesus Christ returns to gather His Church to Himself, forever. 
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Putting Our Research Findings 
into Practice
BY PROF MARILYN NAIDOO
NAGEL RESEARCH PROJECT LEADER

Editor’s Note: BTC was priviliged to host a research project on ministerial formation in theological 
education. The project was led by Prof. Marilyn Naidoo (UNISA) and funded by the Nagel Institute. The 
findings of the research are being implemented into our curriculum. 

In an attempt to understand African solutions to theological education and establish how holistic 
education is carried out, The Integrative Theological Education project at the Baptist Theological 
College of Southern Africa began in July 2018 to July 2020 with the aim to understand the concept 
of integration; how institutions intentionally connected different parts of the curriculum, the 
rationale articulated for the interrelationships and how best to move towards integrated education. 
The other two institutions also part of the project and who went through a similar review was Justo 
Mwale University, Zambia and Pentecost Theological Seminary, Ghana.

The findings across the board showed that that the curricula were overly focused on the academic 
and more attention needed to be paid to supervised practical training and spiritual formation. The 
curriculum content needs to focus on African issues in ministry. In all institutions there was need 
for a known educational philosophy that all faculty contributed to, shape an integrated, holistic 
education  curriculum built around the institution’s vision, mission and denominational distinctives. 
Institutions need to be clear about what they want to develop in students, beyond the academic.

Considering that theological graduates will navigate multi-layered issues in changing ministry 
settings that routinely require integrative thinking and approaches, a more aligned holistic approach 
to education must be fully embraced, otherwise we have graduates with ‘big’ heads and ‘small’ 
hearts and hands. We are grateful to these three institutions engaging in this research, so that 
teaching and learning can be enhanced to the glory of God!

This project culminated in a 
conference which was hosted 
in February 2020 at BTC with 
theological educators and 
researchers from South Africa, 
Ghana and Zambia making 
presentations. The concept 
of ministerial formation and 
other challenges faced in 
theological education were 
discussed, with a particular 
emphasis on how these can 
be dealt with in the African 
context.
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The Potential of Partnerships
BY MICHAEL DU TOIT
REGISTRAR

We have been incredibly 
overwhelmed at the 
generosity that has been 
shown to the College in 
2020. The College truly 
appreciates the support 
of individual donors, 
companies and churches to 
contribute toward our vision 
of equipping believers for 
ministry. 

Over the past year many 
of these donors have given 
sacrificially and this has had 
a tremendous impact on our 
students. 

BTC’s ministry is unique in 
that it has the opportunity 
to exponetially impact God’s 
Kingdom – the students 
who pass through our doors 
are ones who will go out 
and minister the gospel 
in churches and mission 
organizations even to the 
ends of the earth. 

The true potential contained 
in this ministry can only 
be fully achieved when we 
work in partnership with 
others who catch this vision 
and make the reality of 
theological studies possible. 

Many people are willing study 
and undertake the work of 
ministry, but for some the 
prospect of studying and 
obtaining a qualification 
so that they can present 
themselves as approved 
workers who can rightly 
handle God’s Word is simply 
one which is not economically 
viable. We pray that God 
would raise up even more 
partners in the coming year 
so that many more ministers 
of the gospel can be equipped 
for ministry. A sincere word 
of thanks to those who have 
partnered with us in 2020. 
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The Rev Sakhiwo Ntshiqa came to BTC as a newly converted young man. He had accomplished a 
lot in sport and business – but while he worked through some personal challenges, he sensed the 
call of God to ministry. As he progressed through his studies, he was elected as the SRC President 
in his final year. After his graduation, in 2017 he was interviewed by the Baptist Union Ministry 
Board and left with the question ‘Where to now?’ The call back to the Eastern Cape became very 
strong. Eventually, he planted a church in central Butterworth. In February 2020 I visited the 
church and saw the potential and the challenges. Before I left we prayed for a new venue. This 
year, as lockdown eased, a Butterworth businessman contacted the pastor and gave the church 
the use of a suitable building – fully equipped, rent free! The church met for their first communion 
service after lockdown in September and has more than doubled in attendance by November. 

An integral part of this story is the bursary support that Sakhiwo received to complete his studies. 
The investments that was made by donors who contributed to the Bursary Fund and the churches 
that give on a regular basis to the College to help subsidise our student fees have truly borne fruit 
in God’s Kingdom as Sakhiwo now serves his community as a minister of the gospel.

Sakhiwo is just one of many beneficiaries of the support that is given to BTC students, made 
possible through the generosity of individual donors, companies and local churches. 

One of our Baptist pastors’ daughter had a sense of call to study while she explored her missions 
interest. It took a conversation, an enrolment at BTC, constant financial review and finally she 
was awarded a bursary from funds given to the College by a faithful family that has supported the 
College over many years to cover all of her final year fees. She graduates in December 2020 with a 
four year Bachelor of Theology degree.

I invite you to consider how you are able to join in God’s mission of making His name known to all 
nations through the equipping of men and women who are able to show themselves approved by 
God, workers who do not need to be ashamed and who correctly handle the word of truth (2 Tim 
2:15). Take a look at the various different ways that you can make investments into God’s Kingdom 
in this way on the next page.  

The Fruit That Comes After 
Seeds Are Sown
BY PROF MARTIN POHLMANN
BTC AMBASSADOR

BTC Banking Details 

Baptist Theological College of SA                                                                           
Standard Bank (Randburg)                                    
Account Number: 2200 973 80   
International Swift Code: SBZAZAJJ

Tax Deducatable Donations

BTC is registered as a Public Benefit Organisation which 
means that all donations made to the College are tax 
deductable upon our issuance of a Section 18A tax receipt. 
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Education Fund

Enabling the growth and development 
of BTC’s educational offering. We 
constantly strive to improve our 
contact and distance education through 
the implementation of educational 
technology, tools, resources and 
programmes which improve teaching and 
learning.

You Can Support BTC

Hidden Treasure Randburg

The Randburg Hidden Treasure story 
(a ministry of the Baptist Women’s 
Department) has supported the College 
for the past 18 years and continues to 
faithfully do so. A significant portion of 
the profit that the store makes is given 
to the College and directly supports our 
students. This charity store relies on 
donations which are resold. The store 
accepts donations of all pre-loved goods 
including furniture, clothing, household 
items, linen, books and children’s items. 
Donations can be delivered directly to 
the store or left at the College office. 

MySchool Programme

BTC is pleased to now be registered as a 
beneficiary of the MySchool programme. 
What this means is that when you scan 
your registered MySchool card, which 
is accepted at at Woolworths, Builders 
Warehouse, Loot.co.za, Engen Foodshops 
and Waltons, a percentage of your spend 
will be donated to the College at no cost 
to you. All you need to do is nominate 
the Baptist Theological College as your 
beneficiary on your MySchool card or 
linked Woolworths card. New cards can 
be obtained from any Woolworths store 
or from the College office. 

Principal’s Fund

Ensuring the welfare of our stakeholders 
and institution. This discretionary fund 
is managed by the Principal and is used 
to meet the practical or academic needs 
of our students, staff and other key 
role players, particularly those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds.

Bursary Fund

Supporting students with their course 
and study fees, allowing them to receive 
the quality theological education that 
BTC offers. Bursaries are granted to 
deserving students taking into account 
academic performance and College 
involvement. 

Special Projects Fund

Developing the College in focused areas 
through special project undertakings. 
These projects are either proposed by 
College Management or nominated by 
the donor themselves. Projects might 
include research, facility upgrades, and 
institutional capacity building.
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Our Partner Churches
• Beacon Bay Baptist 

Church

• Benoni Baptist Church

• Berea Baptist Church 
(Hillbrow)

• Bethany Baptist Church

• Brackendowns Baptist 
Church

• Brakpan Baptist Church

• Central Baptist Church 
(Pretoria)

• Dundee Baptist Church

• Eastside Community 
Church (Pretoria)

• Edenvale Baptist Church

• First City Baptist Church

• Florida Baptist Church

• Glenwood Baptist Church 
(Bulwer Road)

• Grace Baptist Church 
(Kempton Park)

• Honeyridge Baptist 
Church

• Horizon Baptist Church

• Margate Baptist Church

• Nompendulo Baptist 
Church

• Northcliff Union Church

• Pietermaritzburg Baptist 
Church

• Pinetown Baptist Church

• Randburg Baptist Church

• Real Vision Baptist 
Church

• Ridgecrest Family Church

• Riverside Community 
Church

• Rosettenville Baptist 
Church

• Rustenburg Baptist 
Church

• Scottsville Baptist Church

• Secunda Baptist Church

• Southdale Baptist Church

• Still Bay Baptist Church

• Trinity Baptist Church 
(Port Elizabeth)

• Uitenhage Baptist Church

• Victoria Park Baptist 
Church

• Waterkloof Baptist 
Church

• Wilro Park Baptist Church

Would You Partner With Us? 

We invite any church, company or individual interested in partnering with us to contact the 
Registrar (michael@btc.co.za) to receive more information. Partner churches that make a monthly 
commitment to the College benefit from special discounted rates for students who choose to 
study at the College and who are members of those churches. Individuals and companies who 
make financial contributions to the College can request tax certificates for their donations.
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Higher Certificates
This one-year qualification (NQF 5) aims to equip those who seek to 
further their skills in pastoral ministry. Key courses cover an overview 
of the Bible, an introduction to Christian doctrine, and various practical 
skills useful to those serving within the church including multi-cultural 
skills, basic pastoral competencies and how to effectively lead a ministry. 

Congratulations to the following students who are 
graduating with their Higher Certificates: 

Higher Certificate in Ministry (Pastoral)

Nellie Hewana

Kurt Jonkers

Llewelyn Kasper

Thaddaeus Kiewiet

Lumkile Langa

Lehlohonolo Mahlaba

Ntozamo Malusi

Maphuti Manthata

Matsobane Mantsho

Nomgqibelo Mchunu

Kate Moshima

Kgabo Moshima

Phunyezwa Ncapho 

Ntuthuzelo Nyoka

Mapula Phooko

Marc-Antony Roberson

Neo Segage 

Botshilo Shokane

Margaret Sibiya

Sive Sobantu 

Susan Thobejane

Peter Tjale

Higher Certificate in Theology
Zah Mashinini

Marlene Witter
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Diploma of Theology
The Diploma of Theology (NQF 7) covers a broad 
scope of courses relating to biblical studies, systematic 
theology as well as various ministry emphases. 

Congratulations to the following students who are 
graduating with the Diploma of Theology: 

Garreth Williamson

Sinoxolo Ganyaza

Kyle Goodwin

Cyprian Zondi

Bachelor of Biblical 
Studies

The Bachelor of Biblical Studies (NQF 7) now replaces the 
Diploma as our core three-year qualification. This is the first 
year in which we graduate students with this qualification. 

Congratulations to the following students who are 
graduating with the Bachelor of Biblical Studies: 

Lwandiso Dlokweni

Tilana Fourie

Hlekwase Khanya 

Christine Kleinhaus

Kelvin Law

Donovan Mackenzie

Nokukhanya Matabane 

Charles Onyango

Leonie Patrocinio

Ntsako Rikhotso

Kyle Tamblyn

Xolani Tshabalala

Jeanette Van Rooyen

Hendrik Vermaak

Patience Xaba
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Bachelor of Theology
The Bachelor of Theology (NQF 8) is our four-year professional degree 
which grounds students in the classical theological subjects at an in-depth 
level, while including a strong emphasis on ministry competency through 
both research as well as practical exposure. This is also the qualification 
that is required for ministerial recognition with the Baptist Union of 
Southern Africa.  

Congratulations to the following students who are 
graduating with the Bachelor of Theology: 

Nsizwazonke Buthelezi

Matthew Christy

Makanakaishe Dihwa

William Gersteling

Sifiso Khumalo 

Kgomotso Kuitsi

Siyamthanda Mafana

Burton Meyer

Sizwe Mlotshwa 

Slindile Mlotshwa

David Morrison-Young

Bongani Shongwe 

Hannah Soal 

Student Awards
Higher Certificate 
Academic Award

Awarded to a graduating 
Higher Certificate student 
for having the best overall 
academic achievement.   

Johnny Jonsson 
Academic Award

Awarded to a graduating 
Bachelor of Theology 
student for having the 
best overall academic 
achievement.   

Bachelor of Biblical 
Studies Academic 
Award

Awarded to a graduating 
Bachelor of Biblical 
Studies student for having 
the best overall academic 
achievement.   
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Master of Theology
This qualification (NQF 9) is completed over two or more years and involves 
intensive research in a chosen field of study. The final product of this 
degree is a dissertation of a minimum of 150 pages which is then defended 
through an oral examination. The dissertation is marked by two academics, 
one from within the College and one external examiner. Students are 
also required to produce a publishable article as a part of this degree.  

Congratulations to the following students who are 
graduating with the Master of Theology degree: 

Samuel Amponsah
Supervisor: Prof Sam Ndoga 

‘Contemporary Reflections on the Monarchy Genesis 
and its Impact on Israel’s Faith Formation’

Tshepang Basupi
Supervisor: Prof Sam Ndoga

‘Towards Active Missions Involvement: An Investigation into 
the Prevailing Low Cross-Cultural Missions Participation 
Among Black Evangelicals in South Africa’

Dirk Hanekom
Supervisor: Prof Piff Pereira

‘Op Weg Na ‘n Bybelse Leefwyse, vir God se Volk: Met 
‘n Toepassing van die Eskatologiese Betekenis van die 
Sabbat, Soos Verbonde Aan God se Verlossingsplan’

Anthony Masala
Supervisor: Dr Garth Aziz

‘Contextual Realities Influencing the Youth: Towards 
a Relevant and Effective Youth Ministry Philosophy 
for Evangelical Churches in Southern Malawi’

Studying your Master 
of Theology Degree at 
BTC

Our Masters programme is one 
of the fastest growing offerings 
of the College. 

With world-class faculty 
serving as research supervisors 
in a broad range of theological 
research fields, this 
qualification can take you to 
the next level of your academic 
progress – doctoral studies. 

While indeed an academic 
pursuit, we encourage each 
of our Masters students to 
produce research output which 
is both academically credible  
while also being relevant to the 
life and ministry of the church. 

For more information about 
BTC’s Master of Theology 
programme please send an 
email to academics@btc.co.za. 
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First Year Award

Awarded to the outstanding 
1st Year student. Awarded 
for academic achievement, 
character, and service to the 
College. 

Student Awards
Second Year Award

Awarded to the outstanding 
2nd Year student. Awarded 
for academic achievement, 
character, and service to the 
College. 

Third Year Award

Awarded to the outstanding 
3rd Year student. Awarded 
for academic achievement, 
character, and service to the 
College. 

Fourth Year Award

Awarded to the outstanding 
4th Year student. Awarded 
for academic achievement, 
character, and service to the 
College. 

Missions Prize

Awarded to the the 
outstanding final year 
student in missiology. 

Youth Prize

Awarded to the the 
outstanding final year 
student in youth studies. 

Victor Brandt 
Memorial Prize

Awarded to the the 
outstanding final year 
student in practical 
theology. 

Principal’s Prize

Awarded to the outstanding 
final year student in 
systematic theology. 

Stuart and Stella 
Akers Memorial Prize

Awarded to the outstanding 
distance learning student. 
Awarded for diligence, 
progress and academic 
achievement.  

Marion Seabrook 
Award

Awarded to the outstanding 
student in biblical Hebrew.    

Preaching Academy 
Award

Awarded to the outstanding 
final year student in 
practical preaching.   

Greek Award

Awarded to the outstanding 
student in biblical Greek.   

Baptist Union Award

Awarded to the Master 
of Theology student who 
achieved the highest overall 
mark.    

BNA Award

Awarded to the Master 
of Theology  student who 
produced the dissertation 
which is most practical at 
local church level.     
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Celebrating God’s 
Goodness in 2020

We held our 2nd Semester chapel services outdoors.

Our first-year students at the annual Bible Read. 

During the lockdown classes met on Zoom as teaching and learning 

continued. 

The Hidden Treasure Randburg store moved into a bigger and better 

shop in the Randburg CBD. 

Our 2021 SRC ready to serve our student body in the year ahead. 
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We held our student year-end function after 2nd Semester exams concluded. The chapel underwent extensive maintenance and repairs and is now 

looking better than ever. 

Our second-year students just before they left for a mission trip to Musina. 

Students hard at work in the Library. 

We are a worshipping community – even with COVID-19 measures in place we have 

continued to hear God’s Word preached and bring worship to His name. 

Stay Connected Throughout the 
Year

For more pictures and updates of what 
is happening at the College, be sure to 
follow us on Facebook (Baptist Theological 
College) and Instagram (@btc.sa).    
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Reflections from Our 
Students

“My studies at BTC was an amazing experience. Not 
only did I have the privilege to study biblical doctrines 
but also it was an environment whereby I could 
fellowship with other believers and as a result I grew 
spiritually and theologically.” – Ntsako Rikhotso

“When God placed this call to study 
theology and to step into ministry, I 
could not have imagined the journey 
ahead. These past 4 years have been the 
most fulfilling years in my entire life. I 
actually found myself, who I am, what I 
am capable of, but mostly who I am in 
Christ. These four years have changed me 
into the better version of who I am and 
can be. This is a journey of many chapters 
and I am looking forward to writing and 
experiencing the next chapters that 
God has planned and purposed for my 
life and for my family. Thank you for 
sowing into me, so I can sow into others!”                     
– Tilana Fourie

“Being a distance learner in my fifties 
was quite challenging, but BTC made it 
an unforgettable journey. The staff at 
the College were there every step of the 
way with their guidance, love and care. 
Their love for Christ reflected was in 
their daily operations. All glory to God!”                      
– Hendrik Vermaak

“Studying at the Baptist Theological College has been 
a real blessing over the past two years. But more so, 
it has been a litmus test for my own relationship with 
the LORD. I am appreciative of the learnings within 
the Higher Certificate course and my hope and prayer 
is that it will make me an effective servant in any 
ministry God will lead me to.” – Thaddaeus Kiewiet

“Studying at BTC, particularly the fourth year of 
studies, put flesh on and breathed life into my skeletal 
understanding of Christ and the Gospel. I was deeply 
challenged in my walk with God about the seriousness 
of day to day living with Him. I can joyfully say that my 
ability to ask questions has been revived and I now 
have more questions about Jesus than when I started 
my studies at BTC. Praise God!” – Hannah Soal

“I’m truly grateful for the 
opportunity of a lifetime 
to study biblical studies. I 
have learnt so much in the 
3 years, from the studies 
as well as practical ministry 
which made me appreciate 
what God is doing in my life.”         
– Nokukhanya Matabane

“Disciplined and 
rigorous studies 
at BTC made me 
discover my God 
given immense 
academic and 
spiritual potential. 
I can’t wait 
to impact the 
world for Christ.”             
– Anthony Masala

“I would like to appreciate the kindness 
of the lecturers who help us distance 
learners. The College gave me the best 
insight in exegeting the Scriptures. The 
practical ministry workbook helped 
me a lot, because I was exposed to 
working with different types of people 
who had a variety of problems in life. I 
am humbled to be part of the College.”                                
– Bongani Shongwe

“The knowledge was awesome, adequate, and very 
helpful for one to pastor a church. As a student at 
BTC, I enjoyed learning how to research, prepare 
and present your arguments in a paper, which will be 
my tool for use whenever given a problem to solve.”          
– Sifiso Khumalo
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Reflections from Our 
Students

“Emancipation of the mind, body, and soul. Experiencing 
God in many ways as He is the God of all knowing, He is 
unlimited. The languages has broadened my understanding 
of the Bible (Jn. 20:21). Thank you for the opportunity.”                  
– Lindiwe Xaba

“What an incredible journey it has been to get better 
equipped for ministry! I wish that every pastor’s wife 
would enroll at BTC to get, at least, a Higher Certificate 
in Ministry, if not more.  Every assignment given in every 
course was another leap of spiritual growth and equipping 
for me. Many of the prescribed books along with the course 
notes have been instrumental in helping me assess how and 
why I do ministry. It has also helped me give my husband 
more constructive feedback on his sermons.  Many pastor’s 
wives have never done formal theological training. With 
most churches expecting pastors’ wives to be involved 
in ministry at some level, it certainly enriches your life 
and grows your confidence if you can equip yourself for 
more effective ministry. BTC studies have deepened my 
understanding and hunger for God’s Word, and impressed 
the importance of correct interpretation that will lead to 
correct application. If you are a pastor’s wife, you will not 
regret furthering your theological knowledge through BTC.” 
– Marlene Witter

“BTC has a pastoral heart at its core. 
Studying at BTC makes you feel the 
warmth and it’s a perfect place to nurture 
your spiritual gift and ministry. I love 
its commitment and being very strict in 
training me to produce the best quality 
of academic paper in my assignments.”           
– Lumkile Langa

“I enjoyed every second at BTC, studying 
the word of God, doing the assignments, 
and not forgetting our dedicated lectures 
teaching us sound doctrine. This year 
has been my highlight, becoming the 
first female BTC SRC President, only 
by the grace of God. I enjoyed my time 
serving and have learnt a lot about 
leadership. Thanks a million times BTC. 
To the class of 2020, may we not forget 
the sound doctrine we learnt at BTC. It 
is not going to be easy, but let us not go 
astray. Let’s go out there and be God’s 
servants and continue to study the word.”                       
– Slindile Mlotshwa

“2020 was the most difficult and 
challenging year due to COVID-19, 
however, the dedication from the College 
Management coupled with positive 
attitude from students, saw us walk 
freely over the coal fire! Already I have 
recommended BTC to some of my friends 
and some are students now. Keep up the 
good work BTC and may God bless you. 
My wish is to study until I get my Masters.” 
– Mbongeni Njeke

“Longing for a high class Bible education, I found the study 
of my life. BTC has all the teachers you wish for and an 
amazing backup. After a legal career I am learning to read 
and write again. I never would have thought to learn biblical 
Greek in just one year and look forward to the Hebrew 
courses.” – Remco Fokker

“My studies at BTC have broadened my understanding of 
who God is and what is my role in the body of Christ. I am 
now well equipped with in-depth knowledge of the church 
and missions. BTC is the best institution with well vested 
lectures.” – Cyprian Zondi
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Evangelical: 
Provisioning 
& Propagation
BY PROF PIFF PEREIRA
PRINCIPAL & HOD: SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY

Inevitably, the question will be asked, “What 
do Evangelicals believe?” The answer to that 
question is not straight forward because, 
firstly, the Evangelical Movement is very 
broad, diversified, and non-monolithic. 
Secondly, the Evangelical Movement 
consists of many denominations with a wide 
spectrum of detailed beliefs. Yet, there are 
four foundational aspects without which one 
cannot be an Evangelical. These foundational 
aspects are: 1. They have a high view of the 
Bible; 2. There is salvation in no other than 
Jesus Christ; 3. One must have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ; and 4. We must 
propagate the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Let us consider these in a little more detail.

Our mission statement is a comprehensive 
statement depicting the purpose of our 
existence as a seminary. I would, however, 
like to focus on the word “Evangelical” in it. It 
provides us with an important identifier within 
the Christian world today. It identifies our 
theological conviction, and it provides us with 
the necessary unity and identity within our 
constituency, which is broadly Evangelicalism 
and denominationally, Baptist.
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A High View of the Bible

Evangelicals love the Bible. They are often 
referred to as ‘the people of the Book’.  
They identify the Bible as the Word of 
God, inspired by the Holy Spirit. They 
seek to make the Bible their authority in 
matters of belief and practice. They want 
to understand what it says and means. 
They want to know it and commit it to 
memory. They want to put God’s Word 
in their hearts for holy living (Ps.119:11). 
They believe that God personally and 
directly speaks to them through his Word.

Salvation in No Other than 
Jesus Christ

Evangelicals believe that God 
demonstrated his love by providing his 
only Son as the only means of salvation. 
There is no other name under heaven 
given to humanity by which they must be 
saved (Acts 4:12). Faith in Christ is the 
only means of eternal life. The believer 
has an eschatological hope; Christ is the 
hope of glory, to be fully accomplished 
at his second coming (Col.1:27). Thus, 
Evangelicals believe in the sovereignty of 
God and the all-sufficiency of Christ.

A Personal Relationship with 
Christ

Evangelicals are Christians who have had 
a personal experience of Jesus Christ. 
They must have invited Christ into their 
lives as Saviour and Lord. God has given 
them eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son; he who has the Son has life; he 
who does not have the Son of God does 
not have life (1Jn.5:11-12). Those who 
receive the Lord Jesus will be called the 
children of God (Jn.1:12). Salvation comes 
by a personal faith in Christ. Evangelicals 
have a personal relationship with God 
through the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Propagating the Faith

Because Evangelicals have a high view 
of God and of human beings, they want 
to share their faith with others for 
them to also put their faith in Christ for 
salvation. They emphasize evangelism. 
To be Evangelical is to be evangelistic. 
Believers were entrusted with the Gospel, 
which is the power of God to salvation 
for everyone who believes (Rom.1:16). 
Evangelicals propagate a salvation 
which is in Christ alone, by the grace of 
God alone, and through personal faith 
alone. Good deeds towards others are 
motivated by an obedience to the Bible, 
epitomized in the Great Commandment 
(loving God and neighbour) and the Great 
Commission (making disciples of Christ). 
This we do for the Gospel’s sake that we 
might share in its blessings (1Co.9:23).
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Theology and contextualization are the two 
pillars which form part of the foundation of our 
BTC Mission Statement. In her reflections on 
Contextualized Theological Education Models, 
Alvin Padila reminds us that, “There are many 
challenges facing theological schools in the 21st 
century and the challenge of dealing well with 
the different histories, worldviews, languages, 
dialects, and cultures is the most significant 
and most overwhelming”. Recognizing that the 
racial, ethnic, and cultural composition in our 
theological institutions continues to become more 
diverse, perhaps, we need to ask: what bearing, 
and challenge does this present to our current 
understanding and approach to theological 
education systems and models? Moreover, we 
need to ask how effective are we preparing the 
students to be effective ministers in the various 
contexts in which they find themselves?  Hence, 
our interest in the contextualization of theological 
education. 

It is generally assumed that there is no ‘non-
contextualized’ Christianity. For instance, 
Jesus did not come to earth as a generalized 
being – by becoming human he had to become 
a particular human. He was male, Jewish, and 
working-class. If he was to be human, he had 
to become a socially and culturally-situated 
person. The minute we begin to minister we must 
‘incarnate’, even as Jesus did (Jn 1:14). Thus, our 
theological education must embrace a contextual 
trajectory. Theology is about interpretation; 
hence, theologizing conjures up in others the 
seemingly endless history of bickering between 
those in favour of one set of interpretations of 
the Bible and Christian experience with those 
who hold another set of interpretations; to a 
point of imploring others to choose a particular 
interpretation as the ultimate. Many have 
become so impatient with theological arguing 

that they attempt to ignore the whole subject 
of debating theological positions. Others are so 
convinced that their theology is identical with 
biblical teaching that they dismiss any thoughts 
on the subject that are not generated by their 
favourite theologians; even when their favourite 
theologians propose misleading contours. 
Theologizing is meant to be relevant. It is tragic, 
therefore, when an inappropriate theological 
system, devoid of the gospel, is adopted by or 
imposed upon those of another culture. 

As the Faculty of BTC, we seek to present the 
Christian theology in a way that we remain careful 
that we do not engage in theological imperialism. 
In the African continent, where the church is 
seen as “young”, and growing exponentially, the 
development of theological understandings that 
are appropriate to the linguistic and cultural 
contexts in which the young churches exist is 
of high relevance. Most of us are aware that the 
numeral epicentre of Christianity has shifted to 
the Global South. It is believed that by the year 
2050, only one Christian in five will be non-
Latino and white, and the centre of gravity of 
the Christian world will have shifted firmly to the 
Southern Hemisphere. Actually, it is assumed that 
by 2025, Africa and Latin America will together 
account for half the Christians on the planet. So, 
it is important for us to realize that these groups 
of people come from contexts with particular 
religious systems, others with pagan roots. Thus, 
we must be in the process of developing a biblical 
theology which will address these realities. The 
development of theological understandings of 
biblical Christianity that will enable these people 
to stand against pagan thought systems is, 
therefore, of great importance. Hence, at BTC we 
continue to engage in this vital process called: 
“The contextualization of theology”!

Doing Theology in Context
BY DR WALTER MAQOMAA
HOD: BIBLICAL STUDIES
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Theologizing always involves interpretation. 
As evangelicals we believe that the basis for 
Christian theologizing should always be the 
Bible. Any interpretation of the Bible is a form 
of theologizing. This means that theologizing 
is done through teaching the different sub-
themes of theology in many other ways. All 
human interpretation is done from the point of 
view of the interpreter. Human interpreters are 
never free of bias. A given Christian theology is, 
therefore, an interpretation of Christianity from a 
particular point of view. The contextualization of 
Christian theology is not simply the passing on of 

a ‘product’ that has been developed somewhere; 
rather, it is the rigorous engagement of biblical 
theological disciplines towards preparing believers 
to be contextually relevant in their particular 
ministries.

This year we are pleased to have introduced two 
new courses which mark an intentional focus in 
our prioritisation: ‘African Realities’ and ‘History of 
African Christianity’. Over the coming months we 
will continue to make further changes which will 
see us using more resources of African origin than 
ever before. 

Integrity: Saying What We 
Mean, Meaning What We Say, 
and Doing It
BY PROF GRAHAM DUNCAN
FACULTY

It is so encouraging to see integrity emerge as a key 
value in the BTC Mission Statement. Today we may 
look around us in vain for examples of integrity, 
particularly in national life.

The politicians and civil servants who gave us the 
South African Constitution and Bill of Rights seem 
to have forgotten their provisions and underlying 
values which apply to all in the nation including 
themselves and breaches of the law contained 
therein also mean that they too are subject to the 
law. No one is above the law.

Even within the churches there is an enormous lack 
of integrity with church ministers being accused 
of all manner of crimes – rape, money laundering, 
human trafficking, fraud and outright theft. As if that 
is not bad enough they parade themselves for court 
appearances with a total lack of humility. What 
a negative advertisement for the church and its 
members whose lives are guided by the principle of 
integrity. This still applies even if they are innocent, 
just like Job, our father in the faith, who was berated 
by his wife: ‘Why do you still hold fast to your 
integrity?’ (Job 2:9). Job’s wife placed a lower value 
on integrity than Job who remained obedient and 
submissive to God during his time of testing.

There is a lesson here for those of us who teach 
and learn at BTC. ‘In your teaching you must show 
integrity’ (Titus 2:7). If we say one thing and do 
another how can we expect others to believe and 
follow the Way as set out by Jesus?

And Jesus makes the way absolutely clear for us. He 
is the supreme example of a life lived with integrity. 
What we see is what we get. He walked the talk 
– no double meanings; even when he spoke in 
parables his meaning and intention were absolutely 
transparent.  

One problem that we face as Christians in a nation 
beset by multiple corruptions is that it is so easy 
to become implicated in this evil. Corruption is 
the one economic activity where the trickle-down 
theory works to perfection. After all, everybody 
else is doing it! But we are Christians! The apostle 
Paul encourages us to depart from following a herd 
mentality: ‘Conform no longer to the standards 
of this present world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your minds. Then you will be able to 
discern the will of God, and to know what is good, 
acceptable and perfect’ (Rom 12:2). Integrity leads 
to perfection!
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TheEnd!
This brings us to the end of this issue of BTC Insider. Thank 
you for reading this issue. We hope that you have been 
encouraged. To God be the glory - great things he has 
done and great things He continues to do. 

NEXT!
The next issue of BTC Insider will be released in 
April 2021. We are excited to share all that the 
Lord continues to do in and through the College as 
we enter another year. 

Let Us Know Your Thoughts

We would love to connect with you and 
hear your thoughts about this issue of BTC 
Insider. Feedback is always appreciated as it 
allows us to make constructive changes and 
encourages us to maintain our aspiration to 
become a world-class African seminary. 

Please send your comments, questions, ideas 
and thoughts to communications@btc.co.za. 

Contact Us

260 Oak Avenue, Randburg

011 886 0421

info@btc.co.za

@btc_sa


